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define their principles by reference toan act of Con- 
gress, which, as we have seen, is interpreted at 
the North one way by their own party, and, as 
we believe, at the outh, as exactly the converse 
of the northern construction. 

We have heard it stated here that the Demo- 
crats of the North have advocated the principle 
of non-intervention, as declared by the Kansas- 


| 


Nebraska bill, because they urged before the | 
people that it was the best anti-siavery measure | 


that could be adopted, and was the very surest 
mode ‘to seeure Kansas to freedom,”’ to use 
their own phrase. 


and the effect of the Kansas-Nebraska bill? If 
they do not, then let us know what is the principle 
declared in that bill in this regard, or at least what 
they understand jt to be, before we record our 
names as ready to assert it forever. 


untouched, unasserted; or has it declared it to 


exist; or has it referred it to the courts without | 
an expression of opinion as to its limitations, | 
Let us un- | 
derstand each other clearly, and let us assume | 


extent, existence, or non-existence ? 


our positions candidly. In which of the posi- 


tions men may and do take as to the true mean- | 
ing and principle of that bill am I to understand | 
that the Democratic party of this House means | 


to exhibit itself? 


But again: the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. | 
Sewarp] proposes that, in order to secure the | 
organization of this House, by a union of persons | 


agreeing in the principle of ‘* non-intervention, as 
declared by the Kansas-Nebraska bill,’’ we shall 
postpone our differences upon other subjects. 


Do the Democrats from the | 
slaveholding States admit this to be the Pe aeiie 


Now iet me suggest to that gentleman, that | 


when he indicate 


a desire to harmonize by | 


postponing the difficulties on other subjects, he | 


ought to have inserted in his resolution the name 
of Mr. Futxer instead of that of Mr. Ricnarp- 
son; because, even upon those other subjects, 
there can be no doubt that there is a large ma- 


jority in this House feeling as Mr. Futter feels, | 


and not as Mr, Ricuarpson or the gentleman 
{Mr. rated feels. It seems to me, therefore, 
when the gentleman proposes to postpone these 
other subjects in order to effect an organization, 
it would late been a little more magnanimous on 
his part to have respected the sentiment of the 
majority of the House in reference to American- 
ism, by giving the Chair to a gentleman whose 
conceded sentiments on these deferred questions 


were in consistency with the known sentiments || 


of the majority of this Chamber. 


But what does the gentleman propose? He | 


proposes—— e 
Mr. SEWARD, (interrupting.) Will the gen- 

tleman from Kentucky alk 

question? 
Mr. MARSHALL. I have not time now. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


gentleman. 


d Mr. MARSHALL. Well, what is the ques- 
ion? 

Mr. SEWARD. Are there enough of mem- 
bers of the American party, assenting to the 


principle of non-intervention, to make a majority 
in favor of Americanism? 

Mr. MARSHALL. I do not know; I cannot 
tell. We have never polled the House on the 
question. 

Mr. SEWARD. Well, I hope you will. 

Mr. MARSHALL. ‘We understand that, on 
the subject of the naturalization laws, and on the 
other doctrines of Americanism, there is a large 
majority in this Hall. The difficulty in our way 
is this sectional question. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Sewarp] proposes a combination 
between all who agree on the principle of non- 
intervention, as declared in the Kansas bill, post- 
pouing our differences on the doctrines of Amer- 
icanism. If the olive branch of peace and concord 


18 at len - 
ue en be axtonded, should we not remem 


at ¢ uestions the wishes of a 
majority of the Hous composed of et other and 
Sint de oe e} t6 bo consulted ? 


ow me to ask hima | 


I yielded the floor to the | 


| 
| 
| 
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Has that || 
pill left the question of ‘* squatter sovereignty’? || 
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the doctrine of non-intervention in regard to 
slavery is a sectional question ? 

Mr. MARSHALL. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
said so. 

Mr.MARSHALL. Notatall. ButI do say 
that if we are not to have a sectional organization 
here, there should not be a proposition to organ- 
ize this House on the Nebraska bill. And I say 
that because you propose to do that to which 
you know the whole sentiment of the Republican 
side of the Chamber is in antagonism, you would 
organize the House on a sectional question; for 
you propose to plant yourself on a measure which 
is now a law, and your very position keeps 


I never said so. 
I understood you to have 


+ * *.* . 
awakened all the sectional animosities which the | 


past has engendered. Add tothis, that when we 
ask your side of the House what it means by the 
principles of the Nebraska bill, the North answers 
us one way, but the South is as silent as the 
tomb. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Clerk, I want to 
answer the question of my friend on the right, 
[Mr. Humpurey Marsnaxt;] but I must first see 
whether I misinterpret his position; I will then 
know whether I agree with him on it or not. 
He says he would have supported this’ Kansas- 
Nebraska bill, and that it is his opinion that, 
under it, the people have no right to legislate on 
the subject of slavery. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Allow me to interrupt the 
gentleman. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Well? 

Mr. MARSHALL. When the gentleman puts 


inmy mouth the sentiment that I would have 


supported the Kansas-Nebraska bill, | suggest to || other words, I have no doubt that, under that 


the gentleman that he goes too far. Upon prin- 


principle itis to be understood asasserting. The 
gentleman has already heard my principle declared 


openly and above-board. Let him, then, address | 


himself to my principle as asserted, and not to 


| what vote I might have given on the bill; and 


let him come out with his principle as plainly as 
I do, and cut himself loose from the bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN.,. I will do that sufficiently 
for the purpose of letting the gentleman know 
where Lam. I understand him to say he would 
have voted for the Kansas-Nebraska bill; and he 
tells us to-day that he understands the principle 
of the Constitution to be, that the people of the 
Territories cannot exclude slavery, and that 
under that bill the people of Kansas and of Ne- 
braska cannot exclude it. Therefore the gentle- 
man is a friend of the bill in that particular—I 
mean in regard to non-intervention as to the 
slavery question as far as it is embraced in the 
bill. I do not care about the other points at all, 
since he says he would have voted for the bill in 
spite of these ‘‘ other points.’’ But the gentle- 
man says he is opposed to this resolution, be- 
cause there are gentlemen on the other side of 
the House whe construe the Kansas bill differ- 
ently from him. Well, now, in what position 
does the gentleman stand? He isa friend to the 
Constitution of the United States, but if there 


should be a resolution introduced approving it, | 


he says he cannot vote for that resolution, be- 
cause there may be gentlemen on the other side 
of the House who, while approving the Consti- 
tution, do not construe it as he does. And on 
the same system of reasoning, if some gentleman 
should introduce a resolution declaring our be- 


lief in the Bible, and that it is the word of God, | 
he, forsooth, would object to that resolution, be- i] 


cause there are peogle in the North who do not 
construe it as he 


the resolution right in itself, 

Why, sir, if we were to lay down an abstract 
principle, gentlemen might differ about its true 
construction forever; but when we come to the 
Constitution of the United States, or to a law 

d in ce with it, in which certain 
principles are embraced, then you have something 
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Mr. SEWARD, (interrupting.) You say that || specific, and all friends can unite in favor of the 
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| measure. Now, the gentleman the other day 


|| condemned our resolution indorsing the Nebraska 


|| bill, because it was sectional. 


| 


How could a res- 
olution indorsing it be sectional, if the measure 
itself was proper and national, as he admits him- 
self, and also constitutional? It could only be 
sectional on the principle that it excludes sectional 
men from it, like the Constitution of the United 
States itself. To say that a measure is constitu- 
tional and right, and therefore national, and yet 
that a resolution approving that measure is sec- 
tional, is an absurdity. 

But the gentleman asks me how I stand upon 
this question. I will tell him very frankly. I 
have no doubt that there must be a power to legis- 
late over the Territories in regard to slavery, 
unless that power be taken away by an express 
provision of the Constitution of the United States 
Whether that power exists in Congress or in the 
people of the Wesritoties Ido not now propose 
to argue, _ I am rather inclined to think with my 
friend, [Mr. Humpnrey Marsuarn,} that Con- 
gress, upon a fair construction of the Constitution 
and the existing precedents, has within itself the 
right of legislation over the Territories with refer- 
ence to the subject of slavery, and that therefore, 
under the Kansas-Nebraska bill, that power was 
transferred to the people, as far as we could trans- 
fer it under the Constitution of the United States. 
But even if, on the other hand, it should be held 
that Congress has no power over the question, 
then the bill was a sufficient disclaimer on our 


|| part; so that gentlemen entertaining either opinion 


could well unite in its support. I have no doubt 
| myself that the recent legislation of the people 
of Kansas under this bill is valid legislation. In 


bill, the people of the ‘Territory haye a right to 


| ciple, there are many points of that bill to which || pass laws protecting slavery, if they choose to 
| I would have objected; and I want to know what 


do so. 
Mr. HUMPHREY 
about prohibiting it? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Iam going toanswer that 
question. With respect to the matter of the peo- 
ple of Kansas prohibiting slavery, my opinion is 
this: if it werea new proposition I admit I might 
go with my friend, (Mr. {umpurey Marsmar.;} 
but we have had so many precedents in the action 
of Congress, and in the decisions of the courts, 
that I have no inclination to dispute them, In 
other words, [ say this: that | have no doubt 
the people of the Territories might decline to pass 
laws protecting slave property. | know of no 
provision of the Constitution which says they 
shall pass laws to protect slavery. If they de- 
cline to pass laws for that purpose, then you 
leave the matter as it was prior to the organiza- 
tion of the Territory—just as if no law existedion 
the subject. The inclination of my mind is, that 
under that act the people of the Territory may 
protect or prohibit amu; but I shall submit to 
the decision of the courts whenever they shall 
give an opinion. 
As it is clear that the people may decline toact 
at all, and thereby leave pont property unpto- 
tected, so itis rather the inclination of my mindy 
I repeat, that if the people of the Territory pass 
an act prohibiting slavery, thatact would be valid. 

I wee for the bill without regard to whether the 
|| courts would hold that or the other construction, 
'| They may decide that the people have a nght.to 
|| legislate for the protection, but not for the prohi- 
|| bition, of slavery. As [ stated, the inchnation 
| of my mind is the other way. 1 believe that the 
| people of the Territory may, under thataet, eigher 
| prohibit or establish slavery, and my impression 
is, that that will be the construction which the 


MARSHALL. How 


‘| courts will give. to it. 
' 


oes, though he might admit | 


Mr. KNIGHT... [think that weare consuming 
time unnecessarily in this matter, and that we 


‘| ought to proceed to. yote. I therefore move to 
i} ‘ ’ ‘ 
|| lay the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia 


[Mr. Sewarp] on the table. , 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ap to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw that 
|| motion, 


eR Se 
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motion 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. [ask the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania to withdraw the 
motion to lay on the table to enable me to move 
to amend that resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I will withdraw the motion 
to allow the gentleman from Kentucky to offer 
his amendment. 

The CLERK. Then the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Smrru] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. I have but few words to say 
upon the subject. 

Mr. KNIGHT. The gentleman will excuse 
me, but I have not withdrawn the motion to lay 
on the table, except tor the purpose of enabling 
the gentleman from Kentucky to submit his 
amendment. If that gentleman is not entitled to 
the floor, | must insist upon my motion. 

Mr. SMITH. Why the gentleman withdrew 
his proposition unqualifiedly, and I have the floor 
upon the resolution. How could he renew it? 

Mr. KNIGHT. Oh, no; certainly not. Lonly 
withdrew it for a certain purpose. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Humpurey Marsnarv} 
having oceupied the floor for ten minutes, under 
the rule, could not be entitled to it again so long 
as any other gentleman desired to speak. 

Mr. BOCOCK. That is very true; but he 
could occupy it for the purpose of submitting an 
amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I say he would not be entitled 
to the floor upon the resolution; and the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania having withdrawn the 
motion to lay on the table, the floor passed to the 
gentleman from Virginia, and it could not be 
taken from him to renew the motion. 

The CLERK. It is true that the gentleman 
from Kentucky, having occupied his ten minutes, 
could not claim the floor to debate while others 
desired the floor; but he had the right to submit 
an amendment if he could get the floor for that 
08 The Clerk understood the gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion only 
conditionally, and he thinks, under the cireum- 
stances, it is his right to renew it. 


Mr. SMITH. Do I understand the Clerk to 


decide that the gentleman from Pennsylvania can | 


take the floor from me to renew his motion to lay 
on the table ? 


The CLERK. The Clerk decides that the | 


motion to lay on the table is pending. 


Mr. SMITH. The motion to lay onthe table | 


was withdrawn by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania. He made the motion and took his seat. 
He then withdrew it for certain purpose, as he 
stated. But, sir, I was entitled to the floor; I 
was recognized by the Clerk; and he announced 
to the House my recognition; I have not yielded 


for the gentleman to renew the motion; and how 


does he get the floor to make the motion? 
The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania had the right to renew | 
the motion under the conditions on which it was | 


withdrawn. 

Mr. SEWARD. I pro 
fieulty in which gentlemen seem involved. It is 
very evident from the speech of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Marsuatt,] that we cannot 
harmonize upon that resolution, I beg leave, 
therefore, to withdraw it. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
withdrawn. 

Cries of * Call the roll!’’] 


r. SMITH, of Virginia. I renew the reso- | 


lution just withdrawn by the gentleman from 
rgia. 
Mr. KNIGHT. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 


Mr. SMITH. The gentleman certainly now | 


has not the floor to make that motion. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Smarr] has the floor, and is entitled to it 
until his ten minutes expire. F 

Mr. COX. I ask the gentleman from Virginia 
to allow me the floor for a moment to propose an 
an aa to his resolution, so that the gentle- 
man ma ve an opportunity to speak, both to 
the vountution and So dininddnet. : 

Mr. SMITH. _I will give the gentleman an 


° to offer his amendment. But I 
whber yield the floor nor proceed smyseif until 


The CLERK. No debate is in order upon the | 


pose to obviate the dif- |. 
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order has been restored, and the gentlemen stand- 
ing in the area before me have taken their seats. 
[Cries of ** Down in ers 

After a pause, in which. the Clerk succeeded 
in restoring order, 

Mr. 8. proceeded. Mr. Clerk, I rise for the 
purpose of uttering upon this floor a sentiment 


which | have often expressed during my various | 


canvasses in Virginia, to wit that the Missouri 
compromise was a violation of the Constitution 
of the United States. That is my oft-repeated 
opinion, nor does the Kansas and Nebraska biil 
conflict with it. Nor does the fourteenth section 
of that act in any wise delegate to the people of 
the Territories a right which does not exist in 
this Government itself. 

if I had supposed there was any one opinion 
more universal than any other in the South, it 
was the opinion, that a Territorial government, 
while it remained ina state of infancy, has no 
power either to admit or to prohibit slavery 
within its limits. I say that this Congress, this 
Government, having no right or power whatever 
to admit slavery or prohibit it in the Territories, 
has no right or power to delegate that power to 
the Territories themselves. ‘But, sir, | am sur- 
prised to hear the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. Curseman] express the opinion that 
the General Government had a right to delegate 
political power. The fourteenth section of the 
Nebraska bill—that portion of it bearing upon 
this subject—expressly disclaims the right. It 
says: 


‘That the Constitution, and all laws which are not locally 


inapplicable, shall have the same force and effect in the 
said Territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within the United 
States, except the eighth section of the act preparatory to 
the admission of Missouri into the Union, which, being 
inconsistent with the principle of non-intervention by 
Congress with slavery in the States and Territories, as 
recognized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called the 
compromise measures, is hereby declared inoperative and 
void; it being the true intent and meaning of this act, not 
to legislate slavery into any Territory or State, nor toexcilude 
it therefrom, but to leave the people thereot perfectly free 


to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own || 
way, subject only to the Constitution of the United States.” | 


That clause, sir, prohibits the people of the 
Territories from exercising anything like sover- 
eign political power. They may protect property, 


but they have no right to undertake to create any 


fundamental laws by which it is to be admitted 


or excluded. The last proviso, also bearing upon | 


| this subject, is explicit. It says: 


“ Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to revive or put in foreé any law or regulation which 


protecting, establishing, prohibiting, or abolishing slavery.’’ 


Thus leaving the question as to the right to 
property to be disposed of and to be protected 
according to the adult political power of the coun- 

| try. Then I say, distinctly, that the Territories 
are but political infants, exercising a power suffi- 
cient to preserve themselves in their social condi- 

_ tion, but with no power to make or alter any of 
the great fundamental rights of property. It is 
utterly, absolutely, uncompromisingly true, that 
this Government cannot delegate a power which 
it doés not possess itself. 

These are my views upon this subject, and I 
| now give way to the gentleman from Kentecky; 
|) (Mr. ae to enable him to offer his amendment 
to my resolution. 


Mr. COX. 


I move to amend the resolution 
offered by the gentleman from Virginia, by strik- 
| ing out the words ** Wituiam A. Ricuarpson,”’ 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
it is no part of my purpose, at this time to go into 
an argument upon the principle of non-interven- 
| tion or squatter sovereignty. But, sir, | am one 
| of those who believe that all political power is 








“*the powers not delegated to the United States 
|| by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
| States, are reserved to the States respectively, or 
to the people.’’ Then, sir, if the people of the 
States have delegated to the Federal Government 
the power of aes upon the domestic affairs 
of the people of the Territories, this Government 
delegated, as far as it could, by the Kansas and 
Nebraska bill, that people of the 


rask: at power to the | 
| Territories. But if the people of the States never 


delegated to the Federal Government that power, 
then it most certainly rests with the people or 
with the States; and it certainly is not in the 


may have existed prior to the act of 6th March, 1820, either | 


| and inserting the words **‘ Henry M. Fouurer.”’ | 
I do not intend, | 
| 


originally and primarily in the 50% and that | 


———. 


SS” 
power of any one State, orall the States, to levis 
inte upon the domestic affairs of the Territoring, 

| So far as this Government is coneerned, if th, 
people of the States have delegated this p . 
the General Government, then, by the 

and Nebraska bill, this Government has 
opinion, delegated that power to the people of 
the Territory; and if the people and the States 
have not delegated to the General Government 
this power, then, by the Kansas-Nebraska bj] 
the General Government has recognized in th, 
people of the Territories full power and ample 
authority, the right, in all its vigor, of the people 
| thereof to form and regulate their domestic ingtj- 
tutions in their own way, while under a Territo. 
rial government, as fully and completely as we 
have and do recognize the right of the people of 
the States to form and regulate their domestic 
institutions; and without affirmative legislation 
by Kansas, establishing or protecting the rights 
to certain property, it cannot be held therejy 
under the Kausas-Nebraska act. 
Then, sir, you may call it by what name you 
please—non-intervention, squatter sovereignty, 
or popular sovereignty. It 1s, sir, the power of 
the people to govern themselves, and they and 
they alone should exercise it, in my opinion, as 
well while in a Territorial condition as in the po- 
sition of a State. I would ask those who deny 
this doctrine, whether they are of my party, or 
of any other party—whether they are from the 
North, or the South—to reconcile another pro- 
| vision of that act with the doctrine that neither 
| this Government nor the people of the Territory 
| have any power over this isolated question while 
ina Territorial condition. Look to the Kansas 
and Nebraska act, and you will there find pre- 
scribed the qualification of voters. How long to 
continue, sir? Until the first election only. And 
the qualifications of voters, and of holding office 
at all subsequent élections, shall be prescribed 
| by the Legislative Assembly. Which is the 
higher prerogative of sovereignty, to prescribe 
the rights of property, or to prescribe the qualifi- 
cation of voters? I hold that the highest pre- 
| rogative of sovereignty is to prescribe the qualifi- 
cation of voters; to draw the line between the 
| citizen, the coequal constituent of sovereignty in 
a country, and the subject, vassal, or serf. 

'| I believe that the great principle, the right of 

|| the people in the Ferritoriss as well as in the 

\ States, to form and to regulate their own domes- 

|| tic institutions in their own way, is clearly and 

unequivocally embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska 

‘| act; and, if it is not, it should have been. Pe- 

_lieving that it was the living, vital principle of 

| the act, I voted for it. ‘These are my views, hon- 

|| estly entertained, and will be defended. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Clerk, I desire a direct 

| vote on the proposition. If gentlemen on the 
; other side can form an alliance with the national 
|| American party, so as to elect a Speaker and or- 
| ganize the House, I shall be happy to see the thing 
| accomplished. To see exactly what can be done, 
| 1 now call for the previou@question; and on or- 
|| dering the main question to be now put I demand 
|| the yeas and nays. 

| Mr. LETCHER. Iask the gentleman to with- 

| draw his call for the previous question for a sin- 

| gle moment. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


ower to 
Kansay 
» i my 


I desire to have the vote 
|| put directly on both a perce I am informed 
1 that, if my call for the previous question be see- 
onded, it will cut off the amendment altogether. 
| The CLERK. That would be the effect of 
the call for the previous question, if seconded. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Then I withdraw it. 1 do 

| not wish either proposition to be cut off, or laid 
on the table, but that there shall be a direct vote 
‘| on both. ~ 
Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Clerk, it seems to be 
the fashion of the morning to assign reasons fot 
the votes that gentlemen have given. Perhaps, 
sir, there is no gentleman in this House who hes 
had greater inducements, nay, I may say greater 
egrmer te to explain the reason of the vote that 

e has given in the contest for the speakership, 
than myself; but I have forborne to do so. I have 
no desire to contribute, in the slightest degree,‘ 
the embarrassments that, up to this time, have 
eet ra the choice of a presiding officer. And 
would — even ae = sought — = - 
purpose of e ing the motives which hav 
|| governed we te giving my vote for my friend 
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from Illinois, [Mr. Rrenarpson,] but that, on | 


. . | 
some previous occasions, other gentlemen have i 


expressed, as the reason governing those mem- | 
pers of the Democratic party who are voting for 
Mr. RicHaRDson, sentiments and views in which 
{ did not, do not, and cannot concur. 

| say now, sir, that I have voted for the gentle- 
man from Illinois merely and only because I be- 
lieve him to be—I may say that I know him to 
be—an honorable man, an intelligent politician, an | 
ardent Democrat, and a sincere friend and lover | 
of the Union. And when I refer to him as a | 
friend of the Union, I do not mean merely to al- | 


jude to his support of that political confederacy | 


constituting our Union, but I allude to him as a 
man whose generous impulses lead him to em- 
brace, in one common brotherhood; all the men 


° | 
of our common country, coming though they | 
may from its most distant sections. These are | 
the reasons which induce me to vote for that gen- | 


tleman. I was nota member of any caucus. I 
yoted for no resolutions. 
gentleman not at all for the reason that he is the 
nominee of a caucus, and because he has been 


attempted to be placed on a quasi platform of | 


priuciples proclaimed by that caucus. I vote for 


because others may determine to vote for him for 
judgment. 


in the construction of the Kansas and Nebraska 


act, this is not the time to go into any exposition | 


of my views on that subject. 
once before delivered in the House. 
no reason to retract any of the reasons professed 
then; nay, sir, every day has but added force to 
the views to which I than gave utterance. 


political opinion, humble as it is, be constrained 
to again trouble the Hlouse with the expression 
of my views on that question. 
now, nor do I feel at all disposed to widen the 
difference existing between gentlemen on this floor 
by commencing a discussion which, in the present 
stage of our proceedings, must necessarily be un- 
profitable as it unquestionably is irksome. 

I will vote for Mr. Ricuarpvson. I will vote 
for any resolutions making him the Speaker of 
this House; nor would I even be deterred from 
giving my vote for the election of that gentleman, 
though others might be pleased to connect with 
such an expression of their preference, motives 
and reasons which I might deem inconsistent and 
unfounded. I say thus much, sir, because I have 
been heretofore silent when other gentlemen have | 


referred to the construction of the Kansas-Ne- || 


braska act, and because many of the gentlemen 
how present know that my position upon that | 


subject is somewhat peculiar. 


I rose, then, to say that 1 am voting for the 


gentleman from Illinois for no other reason than |! 


in the exercise of my own free discretion, which 


existed prior to the convention of the Democratic 
Representatives in the Hall of the House, a day 
or two before the commencement of this session; 
nor would I have been deterred from giving him 
my vote, whatever might have been the reasons 
proclaimed by other gentlemen as the governing 
principle of their own conduct. 

Mr. MACE, I move to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the gentleman 
will allow me, I will withdraw it. ~* 

Mr. MACE, I will withdraw my motion for 
that purpose. . 

Mr. SMITH. I withdraw the resolution. 

The CLERK. If there be no objection, the 


Fentleman from Virginia can withdraw the reso- 
ution, 


No objection was made. 

Mr. CADWALADER obtained the floor. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Do I un- 
derstand the Clerk to decide that the gentleman 
from Virginia has a right to withdraw the reso- 


| 
lution? t] 








I gave my vote for that | 


| proposition: 
| from Kentucky, [Mr. Humrurey Marsnact,] | 
The || 
time may come, I fear the time must come, when || 
I shall, in the necessary vindication of my own | 


The time is not | 


| ing commiitees it is a subject of the gravest prac- 
Let me ask attention to the |! 
| importance of this great and overruling distinc- || 
| tion. 
| seven oreight—standing committees of this House 











mover of the resolution a right to withdraw it | 
under those circumstances? 
Mr. CADWALADER. There is nothing || 
before the House, and I have the floor to offer a | 
resolution. 
The CLERK. The Clerk will state that he 
heard no objection at the time the gentleman from | 
Virginia withdrew the resolution; and before the 
oint of order was raised by the gentleman from 
Centucky, the floor had been assigned to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What isthe | 
question before the House? 
The CLERK. The Clerk thinks there is 

nothing. 
Mr. CADWALADER. 





lrise to offer a reso- 


| lution upon a subject on which I desire to say a 


very few words of a practical tendency. 
. RESTRICTION ON DEBATES. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the resolution by which the time to be | 
occupied in debate is limited be reacinded. 


Mr. CADWALADER. Important reasons 


have, within the last few minutes, presented them- 


|| selves for the passage of this resolution, which I 
him for reasons sufficient to me, and I will not be }| 
deterred from giving my vote for that gentleman | 


am impelled to offer: first, because when the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewarp,| who 


| moved the resolution just withdrawn, introduced | 
reasons which do not commend themselves to my || it, there was I thought so manifest a discrepancy 
| between some of his views and reasons as orally 
Now, sir, in reference to the question involved | 


stated, and what might have becn regarded as | 
the effect and meaning of the words of his reso- 


| lution, that gentlemen upon this floor would have 
They have been || 


T have seen | 


required time for careful consideration before they 
could have voted advisedly upon so material a | 
secondly, because the gentleman | 

2 J 
who next took part in the debate, treated, as 
subjects of equal importance in the organization 
of this House, the differences of opmion on the 
slavery question, and the differences of opinion 


with regard to the naturalization laws. I! 


Now, sir, upon the second ground, it is of | 


| great importance that time be taken for the de- | 


liberate consideration of the relative importance, 
practically, of these two questions. . the or- | 
ganization of select committees, it is of compar- 

atively little moment who may be Speaker of | 
the stan. yet in the organization of the stand- | 


tical importance. 


There are no fewer than six—perhaps 


whose permanent organization, by any Speaker 
who may bé selected, will determine whether or 
not the slavery question, in all its various phases, | 
is to be a subject of continual and repeated agi- | 
tation against the views ofa majority of the House. | 
We know thata majority of the House are against | 


the Judiciary, and the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, but the Post Office Committee, and 
perhaps other committees which might be sug- 


gested, in reference to every one of which this || 


question of slavery will, if the House be organ- 
ized upon the platform of the candidate from 
nseasieadies:- tes forced upon our notice, day 
by day, in every shape and form. On the other 
hand, in regard to that question which concerns 
the naturalization laws, the subject of the organ- 
ization of the House is abstract and comparatively | 
insignificant. There is but one committee—that | 
on the Judiciary—whose intervention can pos- 

sibly occur upon that question; and the interven- 

tion of that committee could only occur upon it | 


secondarily, or contingently, or unnecessarily. || 
On any subject connected with that question, of H 
which this committee might take cognizance, a || 


special committee can at any time be constituted; | 
and the House can give to such a committee any | 
instruction whatever which the party possessing | 
a working majority may desire to give. 
I have asked the attention of the House to the 


) right? 


| son, 














pee. upon the slavery question, The party 
of Democrats, believing as they do that they 
stand here the Representatives of a majority of 
this nation—as has been proved by elections 
which have been held since the majority of the 
members of this House were returned—have ex- 
plained fully the reasons why the two questions 
which enter into their platform hold them to- 
gether in their votes on this question of organiza- 
tion. 

I have risen, sir, because there has been hith- 
erto in the debate an entire disregard of the com- 
parative practical importance of those two subjects 
of consideration on this the only matter of busi- 
ness before the House. Weare here as men cf 
business, engaged in electing an officer who is 
to have certain determinate powers, measured 
by well known parliamentary rules of right. 
What are those powers thus defined by rules of 
It is his right, and in a relative sense his 
duty, to organize the standing committees with 
reference to permanent oer but, as regards 
select committees, it is his duty to organize them 
according to views to be determined by the vote 
which calls for the appointment of the respeect- 
ive committees. This distinction having beén 
overlooked, and its importance having been de- 
veloped in the debate of this morning, | conceive 
that the time has arrived when we should, fora 
season, rescind the resolution limiting the time 
of debate. But if the resolution which I propose 
should pass, I have in a few words stated all that 
1 would myself wish to say upon the subject, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of HIllinois. 1 move to 
lay the motion upon the table. 

The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the motion was laid upon the table. 

BALLOTS FOR A SPEAKER. 

{Cries of ** Call the roll !’’} 

‘The House then proceeded to vote the seventy- 
third time for Shanbes, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 207; necessary to a 
choice, 104; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received.........seseeeeees eee 

William A. Richardson...... 

Henry M. Fuller...... helgalnhasnt 

Alexander C. M. Pennington..........cceeeees eens 

Benjamin F. Leiter ......... 

SOMES Ts WR bag cas odt-cesvdcvdases cose 
John Williams..... ces deecnncc eves sewn dh edees 
Nathaniel G. Foster....... 


POUR Te, MOwckis cdaddéacccccs ccsock deans ‘ 
Mordecai Oliver..... 


So there was no choice. ‘ 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Bufiington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Darmrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Deau, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagier, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 


; | Granger, Grow, Robert B. Halli, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
the agitation of the slavery question, and yet there | 


| is not only the Committee on the Territories, the i 
Committee of Elections, the Committee on Com- |; 
merce, the Committee of Ways and Means, the | 


; ; | ‘ : 2 : 
prompts me to vote for him for reasons which \ Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on | 


R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, 
Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robinson, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eliihu B.Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 


| Barksdale, Beil, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce 


Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
‘obb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawiord, David- 

Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, 
Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshali, Max- 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A, Smith, Wit- 
liam Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, 
Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall erry ye Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, y, Rivers, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, and 
Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison and Scott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 


For Mr. Willi ir. Wheeler. 


} For Mr. Orr—Me. Evans. 
| comparative importance of these two great ques- | 
| tions on the mere point of our organization, the | 
sole matter at presentin hand. A majority of the || 
. 
House, if coe ean be brought to act together, || 
agree, it would seem, for all pragtical working 


_ The CLERK. According to the recent — i 
“ce of the House, the gentleman has a right to 

Withdraw it if there is no objection. 
_ Mr. MARSHALL. An amendment is pend- || 
ing and in the possession of the House. Has the | 


For Mr. Foster—Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Edie—Mr. Moore. 

For Mr. Oliver—Mr. Richardson. 

Pending the call of the roll, and w'ien his 
name was called, , 










; 








100 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, said: I do not rise for 
the purpose of detaining the House witha speech. 
1 do not intend, upon this oceasion, to give exX- 
pression to the sentiments which I entertain In 
reference to the Kansas-Nebraska bill, but simply 
to correct a misrepresentation which has been 
made in reference to what occurred in this Hall on | 
the 11th day of this month. I find, in a paper 
which is published and circulated in my dis- | 
trict, 4 communication from some letter-writer— |} 
I know not who he is, though I know that both 
he and other letter-writers are my enemies, and 
endeavor to stab me in the dark, and to injure 
my reputation both at home and all over the coun- 
try—in which he misrepresents my position In 
reference to a motion to adjourn which was made 
on this floor, on the IIthinstant, by Mr. Stanton, 
of Ohio. That gentleman then stated his object 
to be, that they, the Banks men,—for he 1s a 
Banks man,—might have an opportunity for con- 
nultation. itis stated in the communication to 
which I have referred, that 1 seconded the motion | 
of the gentleman from Ohio to adjourn, after it | 
had been stated by him, that his object was to 
enable his party to hold a consultation, in order 
to promote Mr. Bawnks’s election. I say, most | 
emphatically, that this statement is false. I did 
not second the motion, for I understood well the 
construction which would have been put upon 
such action, and that construction would have 
been circulated in my district, in order to oblige 
me to meet it there. I prefer to meet it here, 
with two hundred and thirty witnesses around 
me. I pronounce the statement false, and every 
man of this House will bear me witness that it is 
false, 

I have thought it best to say thus much, since | 
] remember, on another occasion in the past, to 
have leta misrepresentation go uncorrected, be- 
cause I deemed it unimportant, and the asseruon, 
though false, was brought up against me in the | 
canvass of my district, and caused me much more 
trouble than a correction of it upon this floor, at || 
the time, would have done. ‘Therefore I make | 
the correction here, and pronounce the statement 
a lie, 

Mr. EDWARDS also stated that, on account 
of the sickness of Mr. Haven, he had paired off 
with that gentleman on the vote for Speaker, but, 
were he at liberty to vote, he should vote for Mr. 
Banks. 

The House then proceeded to vote the seventy- 
fourth time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 207; necessary to 
achoice, 104; of which— 





a 


fifth time for Speaker, with the following result: | 


| choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banke received.............s0ee00. 100 || 
NY ER ons ho bos dnccsnedes eves enc 68 
Honty M. Paller............ Se ocak a ees eee bese 31 
Alexander C, M. Pennington..... bb vw ee vensee cece 3 \| 
Benjamin F. Leiter........ CO Deed scbssevorecorece oH 
Bares Te, Or oes dine cocccseccecss 006 besccccccnee 1 | 
Join Williams ........... Shee bh douseeee eedede ove 8 | 
Nathaniel G. Poster..... Oe RUC bo UaWbUs SKeudt dens 1 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 
ges Rennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Hliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James | 
Tl. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, | 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, | 
‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, | 
Durive, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Gran- 
Fr Grow, Robert . Haul, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. 
lorton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kankel, Leiter, Mace, | 
Matteson, 

Morritl, Mott, Mucray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Purker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Simons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, Thoring- 
ton, ‘Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader Cc. Washburne, Eliibu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Rarksdale, Kell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, C , Crawford, David- 
son, Deaver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ejliott, ish, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J.D. Fuller, _ reenwood, 
Anguatus Halt, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, George W. J J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshalt, 
Maxwell, McMultin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mordeeai Oliver, Orr oom, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
ter daunith, bet ey heaven ae alee 

> wart, Taytor arner 
Wab,inw, Welle, Winslow, and John. Wrieke’ 7 
Ontile, “Bu Broom, John Campbell, 


, . > u 
Eustis, Poser, J. Mordison Biter, Kewnete, Lake, Lemwdisy? 


Loewroence O'B. Branch... ....cc cece cccccececees 1 | 























reece t 


eCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, |! 











Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. | 
Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Whitney, and Zollicoffer. | 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and | 
Scott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

‘or Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler, 

For Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Branch—Mr. Richardson. 


The House proceeded to vote the seventy- 


Whole number of votes cast, 208; necessary to a 


Nathaniel P. Banks received.......-esees oSneb cae 101 
William A. Richardson........... +. 6 access ved - 6 | 
EAOOE BE, PUM ccc een sencocpesteccviqcese oo wena 3l 
Alexander C. M. Pennington......csecescecscees o tA lal 
MME Nae Cs habist> o ncsv056s 2460 0400500805% 2 wine cael | 
SOUAGNEEY E's LeOUOOE . bncKk catvcccctcedaceses ececees 1 
SORt TMG iaiwc dan cecdcdeceedescevss seosdade’ 2 
Thomas R. Whitney..... b60bcesce cose rstgaciocece 1 


Thomas G. DAVIGION. ...ccccescociccesesvcesccess Lb 
| 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buliington, Burlingame, James | 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, | 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 'Tim- 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 
fee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, | 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holioway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, | 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, | 
Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pearee, Pelion, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, | 
Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 





Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, Thorington, ‘Thur- | 
ston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Wal- | 
dron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eftihu B. Washburne, | 


Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and 


| Woodworth. 


For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 3. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augus- 
tus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kid- 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, 
Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller.—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Kustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 


| 
i} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, i| 





Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, | 
| Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit- 
| ney, and Zoliicofier. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Davidson—Mr. Richardson. 


The House proceeded to vote the seventy- 
sixth time for Speaker with the following result: 


| Whole number of votes cast, 208; necessary toa 


choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received...... ce recccccccccccelOh 
William A. Richardson...... ‘ewepnevess snd 9 epedicgen 67 
Henry M. Fuller...... S escceees ésveecorans asemece Gn 
Alexander C.M. Pennington........... Cuseeescose. @ 
Peas Bhs Tis 5 inh sek int oct essdes ee veccevis i 
Benjamin F. Leiter..... Oded dadeecceedenscnccsee A 
John Williams ...... O2sbd Oonece sceccad concescen =a 
DO Hes VE MUNN s. ca cen bbvcncectaccnas onccte Oe 
FE MRO caiccs scans cts ssa bibs shane evacegsene cm 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billingburst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil- 
ler, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pen m, Perry, 
Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, 
Tho » Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce 
Brooks Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie an, Howe 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, j , Davidson, 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eiliott, English, Faulkner, 


eater en 


* For Mr. 


_ ETT EES i se EEE atts ent snsnEnnnnnnaEn 





December 29, 





a ee 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Full t, Goode, Greenwood, Angus. 


tus Hall, Thomas L. Harris, pson W. Harris, Hf 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kia’ 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuet 8. » Maxwell 
MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mord 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith’ 
Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells. 
Winslow, and John V. Wright. ’ 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex. 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine 
Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith’ 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whix. 
ney, and Zollicoffer. 

ov Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 
Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Packer—Mr. Richardson. 

Mr. LEITER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. : 

Mr. LETCHER. On that motion I demand 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Leiter and 
Vai. appointed: 

The question was taken, and the tellers re. 
ported—ayes 95, noes 44. 

So the motion was agreed to, and thereupon 
(at three o’clock) the House adjourned until to- 


morrow, at twelve o’clock, m, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, December 29, 1855. 

The House was called to order at twelve 
o’clock, m. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 

The House proceeded to vote the seventy- 
seventh time for Speaker, with the following 
result: Whole number of votes cast, 209; neces- 
sary to a choice, 105; of which— 





Nathaniel P. Banks received......... s Vuouht co Udes en 
William A. Richardson,...........: ove tbsipeccss 63 
Henry M: Fullef....0s.cosscsesie oud onde doh beeen’ 2 
Alexander C. M. Pennington..... nedb hina ev tase 3 
Benjamin F. Leiter...... essess Cocveeveescceueuee l 
Bg eee PEt Prt ae 1 
John Williams..... abihibs ce clde ave ced basen Caggee \ 
Tas TVET diac og5.6 sc cncdhe Peatghbsdees I 
Williaa O. Goode........... wacoepepebe Ganon ot 1 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messtrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Com- 
ins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B 
Hail, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. 
Horton, Howard, Hyghston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowl- 
ton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton 
Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge,- Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Elliiu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. - 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bonnett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Fiorence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher Lumpkin, Samuel 5. 
Marshall, Maxwell, McMuilin, McQueen, mith Miller, 
Millson, Mordecai Ofiver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
A. Smith, William Smith, ns, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, 
Warner, Watkins, Weils, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, 
Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William 2. 
Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, 
Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 
waar Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 

ott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Me. Whitney Mt  Wenry M. Fuller. 

. r. . * 


The Clerk then again called the roll, and the 
following was the result of the seventy-cighth 
vote: ole number of votes cast, 211; neces- 
sary to achoice, 106; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received.......... +000 e0++++ 103 


ee Ph ae oe oe eee et Oe oe oe ee eee 





1855. 








William A. Richardson... ...s++see0+ Peete een eeeese 68 
Henry M. MOE a cncos bbSe.s cele o éveceécocccoectéc 2 
Alexander ©. M. Pennington. .......eeee sees eees 
James L. OPP essen eeneeecneees seer eesetesseees 
Benjamin F. Leiter... 0... ceccceccccccevccsocceccs 
Toh WiliAMS. «s+ cece eereeee wees vere eeeeeeeeenes 
Pnomas R. WHIMCY see eee eceeeee cence eceeeeeeeee 
Zedekiah MENINGES couche deus Seccedeeccetetéce Cee 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim- 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 


ee ee CO 


ston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, | 
Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, | 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
purne, Elihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Watson, 
Weleli, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barskdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R, W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, David- 
son, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Ilerbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mordeeai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, 
Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fullet—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, | 
Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Kennett, Lake, 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, | 
Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, | 
William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, | 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer, 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Kidwell—Mr. Richardson. 


Previous to the announcement of the vote, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, said: Mr. Clerk, 
in looking over the proceedings of yesterday, as 
reported in the Globe, I find that my name is 
omitted in the last vote. Ata moment like this, 


Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- ¢ 
| 
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Waldron, Cadwatader C. Washburne, Elihu B.Washbume, 





Israel Wa-hburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson.—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwaiader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, David- 
son, Denver, Dowdeil, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Fauik- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glanev Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, 
Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Stepliens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, 
Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 


For Mr. Fuller—Messts. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- || 


lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, 


Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, | 


Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- 
coffer. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and | 


Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Taibott—Mr. Richardson. 

‘or Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

Previous to the announcement of the above vote, 

Mr. ROBISON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr, Avexanper K. Marswatt, who was 
unexpectedly called from the city. 


The House then proceeded to vote the eightieth | 


time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 208; necessary to 
a choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received .....esscececesseeess 101 
William A. Richardson..... sccceeveucee cccccsce 
Bomary BGs: Bubbetts is i bisk ics tvcks cdecsccccvcce clcccscce OO 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.......ccecccseeeeees 


Benjamin F. Leiter........... SOOnans Oveesepepees 
SE Ee Eg Rete cdadenses Keakessdec 
SS TC ide ic Adee Kbdds Becedevnch ties 
Thomas R. Whitney ............ eiediin ceeds vee 
John 8S. Caskie.......... 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


| 


| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
| 


| 
| 





For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 


Henry Beanett, Beason, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 


| Bliss, Brenton, Buffingion, Burlingame, James H. Camp- 


beli, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Da- 


| vis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 


when the eyes of the country are directed with || 


much solicitude to our proceedings, I would not | 
have those who Seiad sap with their confidence 
to believe that [ have been at any time absent 
from my post of duty. I was here, sir, and voted. 
I should not have alluded to this, but it is the see- 
ond instance where I find my name is omitted 
from the votes. I furthermore wish to say that, 
ifthis be a correct transcript of the Journal, I 
hope it will be corrected so as to conform to the 
facts. 

The CLERK. The Journal has been sent for, 
and the Clerk would state to the gentleman from 
Alabama, that his name appears in the vote indi- 
cated. 

The House proceeded to vote the seventy- 
ninth time for Speaker, with the following result:- 
Whole number of votes cast, 209; necessary to 
2 choice, 105; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received............. obceets IL 


William A. Richardson............sscececscceese 68 
Boney BE PaMae AA 5 abd odhne Ki cdnwes cavne duds oe 


Alexander C. M. Petinington..........seceeeseeeee 3 
BS Be Ni aca udidictbene seca datasets 2 
WPRRRUN TT. BARGE occsc 0h.cdeccccccvacacstese’ I 
Thomas R. Whitney............ ee tencccdnciveces” a 
Sass 4.505556) ve0nceds. ves svete ded *S 
COPE UME ds Sas Rha écbleecaccssisecsesee * E 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billioghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chatiee, Ezra Clark, 
wees Colfax, Couns, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
ponent Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 

urfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler,Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
Me? King, Knapp, Knig witon, Knox, Kankel,Leiter, 

lace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian-Miller, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
Pa barker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Peuit, Pike, 
; ‘ngle, Purvianee, Ritehie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 
ner, 


Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Th 
‘on, Todd, ‘Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


Edwards, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 





| 


| Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 





_108 


Saturday afternoon, and we have performed a 


very good week’s work. Our not effecting a re- 
sult has not been the fault of any gentiemnn here, 


|| and to-morrow being the Sabbath day, fer which 


we need time for preparation, I move that the 
House do now adjourn, and I hope there will be 
no objection to the motion. [Cries of “ No! 
no!**} 

; , 

The motion was not agreed to. 


The House then proceeded to vote the eighty- 
first time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 209; necessary to 
a choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received.....+.sseeeesseeses +102 


William A. Richardson..... osudbee gesvac¥eence . & 
Henry M: Puller. .....cciscocsceces Wecasebectnen’ 30 
Alexander C. M. Pennington ...... ..ccec cece eens 4 
Benjamin F. Leiter............ eeceecesccecesace 2 
James L. Orr... ...... ‘ é otaued oesiee aap ens I 
SO UP IB a wnncsoce ccvacues nan ebb Secbbsacae l 
TROD Rn WRTIOG 600s ici code cCedesteeubene als 1 
Themsns J. Be Faery. os ccccccuvevest ° covoees A 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messts. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinglurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Jamea 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chafiee, Ezra Clark, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edwards, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, 
Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- 
ton, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lei- 


| ter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
| Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 


Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sim- 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 


| Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wal 
| bridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellibu B. 
| Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 


Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardscn—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barciay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, How- 
ell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawiord, Da- 


| vidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 


Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Gianey 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Mar- 


|| shall, Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Miil- 


| son, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, 


Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas | 
| R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, | 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, | 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, | 
| Parker, Pearee, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 


|| Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 


| Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 


! 


| 
| 
| 


ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, 


| Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etiihu B. Wash- 


burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 


Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, David- | 


son, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 


Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, | 


Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Marshall, 


Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, | 


Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, Stevens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Wat- 
kins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 


lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, | 


Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindiey, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Whitney, Walker, and Zolli- 
cofter. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Haven, Moore, 
and Scott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Caskie—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. We have called the roll 
four times, and the result does not indicate that 
we will effect an election to-day. We have had 
the usual number of ballotings, and, if I believed 
any gentleman here was prepared to change his 
position, I myself would be willing to see the 
voting go on; and if any gentleman will rise in 
his. place and say that, afier one, two, or three 
votes more, he will ch his position, I will 
not make the motion which I had intended to 
make. [Laughter.] I think it is as well to order 
the Clerk to set down the names, upon the next 
ballot, as they were upon the last. It is now 





Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wrigitt. 

For Mr. Henry M. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Camp 
bell, Carlile, Cox, Culien, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, 
Eustis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindiey, 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, 
Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Vaik, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli 
cofier. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Haven, Moore, 
and Scott. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Thomas J. D. Fuiler—Mr. Richardson. 


The Clerk proceeded to call the roll on the 
eighty-second vote for Speaker, but had not got 
any response, when— 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, took the floor, amid 
loud cries of ** Call the roll,’’ ‘Go on,’’ “* Too 


| late,’? &e. 


| 


i} 


| 





| Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 


The CLERK recognized Mr. Smituas having 
the floor. 

Mr. SMITH. I have a proposition to make, 
Mr. Clerk, but I have no objection—if it gratify 
gentlemen—to have another call of the roll, and 
then I will state what I was going to. 

The Clerk resumed the call of the roll, and the 
following was the result of the eighty-second vote: 


| Whole number of votes cast, 208; necessary to @ 


choice, 105; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks ree#ived ...... 6.0.06 eceene cece 00 
William A. Richardson...........0.e+00+ ceongunceee 
Henry M. Fuller........20cccccscsccccccccsscsses OO 
Alexander C. M. Pennington..... occecetesemmered 
SGMNOG Bs. ORs oe ccccdccccs bbcccese sancsagoameaen 
Benjamin FP. Leiter........++eseesereeececesesees 


John Williains........ceseceeecee 
Thomas R. Whitney......-+ccceseessecececsecesee 
John 8. Millson........++ ++ 0 Sc ebbb oeneceedsdsees 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- 
bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra 
Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Fi , Galloway, Giddings, 
. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 


ORR eee eee 


— et et ee 


| Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 


Le 


one 








en 


A 





— . ; edie ; al 
ston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, || to the House—I will not read the strong language 
ituses—that that gentleman, in correcting me, and 


Leiter, Mace, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 
Fringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, 


Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- || 


ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, | 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Wash- | 
burne, Israel! Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Wood- | 


For Mr. Richardson—Messrse. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, | 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, | 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawtord, David- 
son, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Halil, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, | 
Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, | 
MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millaon, Mordecai Oli- | 
ver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Winsiow, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
litle, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, | 
Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, Porter, Puryear, | 
Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, 
Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zolli- | 
cotter. | 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Edwards, Harrison, Haven, | 
Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

For Mr. Millson—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. BALL, (at three o’clock, p.m.) I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. ORR demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr.STEPHENS. I call forthe yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 


2 3 179; as follows: , ; 
iy ware aie) Ge eonows || to whom I refer [Mr. Banks] traveled through 


|| the State, submitting addresses to the people in 
| various and different assemblies. 


YEAS—Messrs. Ball, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Cox, 
Etheridge, Evans, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Harrison, 
Lindley, McQueen, Porter, Ready, Shorter, Sneed, Swope, 
Tyson, Underwood, Walker, and Zollicotter—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Bar- 
bour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Henry 8. 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buf 
fington, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
Cunback, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Tim- 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Ed- | 
wards, Elliott, Emric, English, Faulkner, Flagter, Florence, | 
Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Goode, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Robert B. 
Hiall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, | 
‘Thomas L. Harris, Haven, Herbert, Holloway, Thomas R. | 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughston, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, 
Leteber, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, MeMullin, Meacham, | 
Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pen- 
nington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, 
Quitman, Reade, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sabin, Sage, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Seward, 
* Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. | 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranahan, | 
Tappan, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, | 
‘T'rippe, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, | 
Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, | 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Wheeler, | 
Whitey, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and 
John V. Wright—179. 

| 
' 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad, | 
Mr. Clerk, to gain the attention of the House for | 
a few minutes; and [ promise the House I will 
not occupy it long. 
of this i } 
was raised here as to the position of one of the 
gentlemen who is voted for as Speaker of this | 
House—the gentleman frow Massachusetts, [Mr. | 
Banxs.] It will also be recollected by this House | 
thata gentleman from Massachusetts of the Amer- 
scan party (Mr. Damreun, [ think,) corrected 
me in my statement, by denying what I said. 
Sir, I had, of course, no full knowledge on this 
subject; but 1 now deem myself to be in posses- 
sion of all facts requisite to place us right in the 
matter; and it is for that reason that I ask the 
attention of the House. 

I have the Boston Post before me, using very 


stro language on this subject, which paper has | 
been here for two or three days, without its state- 
ments bei 


| 
ruff, and Woodworth. 1] 
| 


It will be in the recollection || 
Touse, that some days ago a question || 


1 
} 
| 


| the position of the distinguished gentleman [Mr. 


‘and I have authority before me which is, I think, 


| party was formed out of the fragments of all par- 
| ties in Massachusetts, and that in support of that 





| character of that canvass, the Lieutenant Gov- | 
| ernor who was nominated—for the first nomin- | 
} 


i} Old 


| friends in other States in the formation of the Republican 


| that I have stated. 
| 1, perhaps, ought to read from a newspaper in 
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denying that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
voted for as Speaker, [Mr. Ban«s,] had left the 
American party, knew, at the time he made the 
statement, that he was making a statement which 
would not be sustained in Massachusetts. I shall | 
not read the paper on this subject, for the reason | 
The language is stronger than | 

' 
reference to a member of this House. | 

Mr. Clerk, there is a further allegation as to } 
3anxks] voted for as Speaker by a portion of this 
House. It is represented that that gentleman 
commenced his political career as a Democrat; 
that he was elected to this House on a former 
occasion under the profession of that faith; that 
during the last Congress he cut himself loose from 
the Demoeratic party, having, in the mean time, 
turned Free-Soiler; that he went home from this | 


Hall at the expiration of the long session last | 
Congress, and became an American; that, after 
having so become an American, it was found || 
necessary to create a new party—known here || 
now as the Republican party; that that gentleman | 
went home and joined that new party; that he | 
heeame one of the fusion party, and as a fusion- | 






| only a minority of their constituents. 





ist, having previously, as an American, and as a | 
Free-Soiler, notas a Democrat, obtained that very 
majority on which he prided himself a few days 
ago. 


Nor, Mr. Clerk, is this all. 


I say here, sir.— 


sufficient to establish the fact,—that the fusion 


fusion party, the gentleman from Massachusetts 


What was his 
argument then? What the position which he 
occupied ? I willread from this paper a few words 
to show it: 

“ Banks believed that this fusion party would carry the 
whole North and make him Speaker, and so he joined it. 
The convention nomirated Rockwell (a former Whig) on 
an exclusive anti-slavery platform, to oppose what they 
called * the aggressions of the slave power.’ ”’ 

I say to this House, then, that the position of 
that gentleman [Mr. Banks] was that which is 
here described. He joined the fusion party for 
the express purpose and design of resisting what 
he charged to have been ‘‘ the aggressions of the 
slave power.”? Nor is this all, Mr. Clerk. To 
show that that was the understanding and the 


ations under this fusion party were at the Wor- | 
cester Republican Convention—comes out and | 
proclaims the objects of the party as follows: | 

“* The object to be accomplished is that the free States shall | 
take possession. of the Government by their united votes. | 
party aftiliations and prejudices must be forgotten. | 
We have the power in number.” 

The nominee for Governor, Mr. Rockwell, on 
accepting his nomination, says: 

Recognizing the paramount issue (anti-slavery) I recog- 
nize, as the only practical means of sustaining our position 
upon that issue, our cooperation with the masses of our 


party of the Union.” 
These were the sentiments the gentleman main- | 


tained in that canvass, resulting in the over- 
whelming defeat of the party he sustained. 


i] 
| 





I refer thus rapidly to these matters, because I | 
want this House to understand distinctly, that the | 


candidates of this fusion convention recognized |) 


as their only duty hostility—I ~— say sectional | 
hostility, and nothing else—to what they called 
the pro-slavery power. I say, and I want it to 





go out to the country, that in this very canvass 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banxs,] 
who now claims to be an American, and who is 


| supported now in this House as an American, 


then openly denounced the American party in 


| Massachusetts. 


| 


Mr. GALLOWAY. Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to say a word? 

Mr. SMITH Not now. I cannot be inter- 
rupted. Now, sir, having stated these things, I 
want it to be understood here how these gentle- 


noticed by the gentleman referred to |, men are supported at home. Let it be remem- 


in it, and who corrected me on that occasion. I || bered that the members now occupying seats in 
ace that this paper, upon its responsibility, states || this Hall from the State of Massachusetts were 
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elected prior to this fusion convention, but iv 
ticipated in it, and in the subsequent movements 
of the fusion party in that State. 

I shall now call the attention of the House to 
the result of that fusion movement, and show the 
mighty change which has been wrought at the 
subsequent election for Governor. I will show 
that these gentlemen Who boast of their majority 
of thousands, stand here to-day supported by 
I send y 
this extract to the Clerk’s desk, and ask the ee 
to read it. 

Mr. SAGE. Is the article the gentleman re. 
fers to from the Boston Post or from the Wash. 
ington Star. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not know; it may be for 
aught I know. 

The Cierk then read as follows: 

** Mr. Banks’s SEVEN THovsanp MasoriItTy.—The Ros. 


ton Bee, of the 26th ultimo, enables us to throw light upon 
the condition of popular sentiment in Massachusetts. The 





|) reader will perceive, from so much of its article as we ex. 


tract, that Mr. Banks’s seven thousand majority, when last 
elected, has dwindled into a very lean minority indeed, in . 
the recent gubernatorial election in the Bay State: 

*** One year ago, Robert B. Hall was elected in the first 
district by about three thousand five hundred majority over 
all; now the gubernatorial vote shows his party to be in 
a minority of four thousand seven hundred and twenty- 
two, showing a net loss to Mr. Hall, in one year, of over 
eight thousand votes. The American ticket has a plurality 
now of over eighteen bundred votes in his district. 

*¢* One year ago, William 8. Damrell had a majority over 
everything combined of siz thousand and eighty-three ; this 
year his party is in a minority in the same district of only 
six thousand three hundred and seventy-five. <A loss to 
Mr. Damrell of only about twelve thousand five hundred votes 
in a single year. Some thunder there ; but wait till next 
year, and then hear it crasn! 

**¢ Anson Burlingame—alias ‘ sleepless Burlingame” — 
was chosen by twenty-two hundred and fifty-four majority 
overall, which majority last year is nearly double the whole 
vote his party cast this—it being but the most miserable 
—— of sixteen hundred and forty votes. His party threw 
the lowest number of the four having eandidates in the dis- 
trict. There is a majority against Mr. Burlingame’s rep- 
resenting the district of seven thousand two hundred and 
forty-five. We wonder if he will ‘listen and obey.’ He 
will next year, if he chooses to be deaf this. 

**¢N. P. Banks, Jr., had last year six thousand one hun- 
dred and seventy-four over all: now he is in a minority of 
seven thousand six hundred and seven—a loss of only four- 
teen thousand votes, or thereabouts. 

**¢ So with Chauncey L. Knapp: where he had three thou- 
sand over all in 1854, now the Republicans are between 
five and six thousand behind ! 

*“¢ Last year, in the aggregate vote of the six congres- 
sional distficts the American party candidates had a clear 
majority over ail of twenty-one thousand four hundred and 
sixty-five: now, the Republican party, into whose ranks the 
gentiemen above-named have gone, is in a minority, in the 
same six districts, of thirty-nine thousand one hundred and 
seventy-nine, or aloss in asingle year of over fifty thou- 
sand votes.’ ” 


Before the reading of the above extract was 
concluded, 

Mr. WALBRIDGE (interrupting) asked if 
the ten mmutes of the gentleman from Virginia 
had not expired? 

The CLERK replied that it had not. 

When the reading was concluded, 

Mr. SMITH said: Mr. Clerk, has my time 
ee 

he CLERK. Ithas. 

Mr. SMITH. I move that when this House 
adjourns to-day it adjourn to meet at ten o’clock 
on Monday next. I will now proceed to submit 
my additional remarks. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
batable motion. 

Mr. SMITH. If that motion is not debatable, 
I will submit one that is. Does the Clerk decide 
uns the motion I have submitted is not debat- 
able ? 

The CLERK. The Clerk decides that it is 
not. 

Mr. SMITH. I presume the Clerk did not 
understand my motion. I did not move that the 
House do now adjourn, but that when it does 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet at ten o’clock on 
Monday. 

ee TEPHENS. Theat motion is not debat- 
able. 

Mr. SMITH. I reckon it is. 

A Memser. Move to rescind the rule of the 
House limiting the speeches to ten minutes. 

Mr. SMITH. Very well. For the sake of 

iving me an opportunity to finish my remarks, 
will submit that motion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. TI hold that the 
gentleman from Virginia is not entitled to the 
floor. His ten minutes having expired, he could 
not hold the floor longer. 


That is not a de- 








1855. 











floor to continue my remarks, without some other 
question being before the House. But I could 
obtain the floor, as I did, for another purpose. I 


could move to rescind the rule, and continue my | 


remarks upon that motion. 
Mr. JONES. If that was to be the practice, 


your order, limiting the speeches to ten minutes | 


each, would be a nullity, because any man, at 
the expiration of nine minutes, could make an- 
other motion, and go on with his speech until 
the expiration of this Congress, if his physical 
strength could hold out for that time. 
Mr. SMITH. ‘That makes no difference. 
The CLERK. The Clerk thinks, as the gen- 


tleman from Tennessee has suggested, that such 





a practice would virtually be an evasion of the ' 


ten-minute rule, and must rule it out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. Wh 
this very thing to be fous over and over again. 
[Cries of ** Order!’’ and confusion. ] 

Mr. JONES. I will state to the gentleman 
from Virginia the only instance of the kind that 
13 within my recollection. During the last Con- 

ess, when the hour rule was in operation, Mr. 
Wonseconi: of Illinois, got the floor at the con- 
clusion of Colonel Benton’s speech, when his 


, Mr. Clerk, I have known | 


hour had expired, and made a motion, upon | 


which Colonel Benton went on and finished his | 


speech, and the House acquiesced in it. 
Mr. SMITH. I do not care; if it was right 


then, it is right now. I claim the floor, and insist | 


on my right to occupy it. 

Mr. COLFAX. [rise to a question of order. 

Mr. SMITH. I will appeal from the decision 
of the Chair,if necessary. I ask the Clerk, how- 
ever, to reconsider his Ets, 

The CLERK. 
the gentleman from Virginia is out of order. The 
question raised by the gentleman from Tennessee 
seems to the Clerk to be right. He may, how- 


ever, be mistaken; and if exception is taken to | 
his decision, he will submit the question to the | 


House. 
Mr. SMITH. Oh, no; I will not insist upon 
my right. I can easily get the floor. [Loud 


cries of ‘* Order! ** Order!’’] I say I can easily | 
get the floor at any time, and I will have it out. || 


Shouts of ** Order!’ and excitement. ] 


Mr. GROW. 
the Houselong. Ihave butaword to say. We 


have been for the last few days, indeed, almost | 





from the day of our meeting 
The CLERK. The Clerk must inform the 


In the opinion of the Clerk, | 





I shall not consume the time of | 


gentleman from Pennsylvania that there is no | 


question before the House. 

Mr.GROW. What question did the gentle- 
man from Virginia speak upon? 

The CLERK. There was no question before 
the House, but the gentleman from Virginia rose 
to a privileged personal explanation. 

Mr. GROW. Well, sir, I rise to explain his 
explanation, and I have but a word to say. We 
have seen almost from the commencement of the 
session, a very remarkable degree of kindness 


and solicitude upon the part of our friends in the | 


House who are voting for Mr. Ricuarpson, lest | 


those who are voting for Mr. Banxs should be 
betrayed by their own negligence. They seem, 
therefore to have taken us under their patronage, 
and from day to day give us some warning that 
some great interest of our constituents is in dan- 
ger. They manifest an especial interest, lest any 
man upon our side of the House should prove 
recreant to his duty. 

We think that we understand our own duties. 

he men who vote for Mr. Banks, in our opinion, 


are as competent to exercise their judgment, and | 


to act in accordance with it, as others on this 


floor, and that, too, without enlightenment from | 


any other source. And we believe, too, that the 
delegation from Pennsylvania are capable of at- 
tending to the interests of that good Common- 
wealth. They need no patronage from men who 
are voting for other Sandideaoe: lest they be be- 
trayed in this conflict. They know and are able, 
I trust, to discharge properly their duties to their 
constituents and their State in regard tq the selee- 
tion of a presiding officer for this House. [Cries 
of ** Call the roll!??**Order!’]__ - 

air. SMITH, of Virginia. I am in order un- 
less somebody else desires to address the House. 








= 
| 
| 


/and to quietly listen to what may 








If such be the case I am ready to yield the floor, 


ae 


If there is no question | 


Mr. GALLOWAY. 


before the body, I hold that the gentleman from | 


| was no motion before the House. 


Virginia is out of order. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Pennsyl- | 
vania proceeded with his remarks without objec- 
tion, after the Clerk had reminded him that there 
[Loud cries 


| of **Call the roll!’*) If it be the pleasure of the 


House, the gentleman from Virginia will proceed 


| with his remarks. 


Mr. GROW. My remarks were in answer to 
those of the gentleman from Virginia. I only 
asked the same indulgence that had been extended 
to the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Clerk, I do not profess to 
be conversant with the rules of order, but I pre- 
sume that a motion to rescind the order limiting 


r || debate will be in order. 
It was dott during the last Congress repeatedly. || 


The CLERK. The Clerk is of opinion that 
such motion will be in order. 
Mr. SMITH. Then I submit that motion. 


| Mr. Clerk, the gentleman over the way, of course, 


, needs no instruction. 1 
| reasons for it: his instruction would be hopeless; 


| well define 


There may be two good 


or it may be possible he is too enlightened to be | 
in any way benefited by it. I speak here that 
the House may understand the position of those 
who may be called to preside over its delibera- 
tions; and more, that the country shall under- 
stand it. That is all, sir. And while I do not 
hope to benefit the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Grow] by anything that I may utter, yet I 
choose to speak, that each man’s position may be 
d. in order to the information of the 


| House and the country; for the corrective is with 


the latter, at last. ; 
But to go on with my original train of remark. 
It was remarked, the other day, that the gentle- 


|; man from Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] had given 


expression to disunion sentiments. 
was then made from his speech. I have alarger | 
quotation with me now. I intend to exhibit the 
true character of that speech. The invitation to 


A quotation 


. . - . ’ 
| the meeting is couched in the following language: 


| “Repusrrcans or Matne!—4 Grand Rally of the People, 


opposed to the National Administration, and to the exten- 
sion of slavery over the Territories of the United States. 
“The citizens of the State, who desire to help rescue 


| this Republic from its perils and downward tendencies, are 


| and sound patriotism demand. 


requested to meet in Mass Convention, at Deering Hall, in 
Portland, on Tuesday, August 14th, to take counsel and 
determine on such a course of action as the love of freedom 
The slave power in this 
nation has so strengthened itself by the forbearance and 
remissness of the North and West, and the treachery of 
some of their Representatives, that it is no longer a ques- 
tion whether Africans and their descendants shall be en- 
slaved, but whether the people of the Free States shall be 
the humble servants of the slaveholding oligarchy. It is 


| not asectional issue between the North and the South, but 


| @ people. 


the question pressing on us is, whether democracy or aris- 
tocracy shall rule the nation. 
this mighty Republic is in the hands of a class, and not of 
The years through which we are now passing 
are to determine whether the free States are to be sub- 
dued provinces, with a mere outside or secondary influence 
in the counsels of the nation, or equality, good faith, and 


| sound republicanism shall prevail among the States of this 


| to be regarded as national ? 


| of flame. 
| stincts of justice and freedom, and to her former renown. 


| determination, be such as the occasion demands. 


| for the limitation of debate be now rescinded. 


Union. Is the law of freedon, or the iron rule of slavery, 
Let the freemen of Maine 
answer as the crisis demands. The Government must be 
restored to the principles and policy of its founders, or this 
Union cannot permanently endure. The immense territo- 
ries of the West must be saved from the black tide of slavery | 
that threatens to sweep over them. Kansas, betrayed, out- 
raged, overrun by armed ruffians, speaks to us witha tongue | 
The people of Maine will prove true to her in- 


* Let the assemblage of August 14th, in numbers and 

Emi- | 
nent speakers of our own, and from abroad, will address | 
the Convention. The following gentlemen are engaged, | 
or confidently expected to be present on the occasion.”’ 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Mr. Clerk, | 
what is the question before the House? 
The CLERK. It is on the motion submitted | 
by the gentleman from Virginia, that the order | 





Mr. STEPHENS. Then I make the point of | 
order, that the gentleman from Virginia is in- | 
dulging in remarks utgerly irrelevant to the ques- | 
tion under consideration, 

Mr. SMITH. I think that I am showing their | 
velevancy. I do not suppose that we are acting | 
under fixed rules, 

Mr. STEPHENS. If the Clerk decides that 
the gentleman is in order, I will take an appeal | 
fram that decision. 


The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the | 
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“Mr. SMITH... Of course I could not hold the | 


‘- 
ee 





remarks of the gentleman from Virginia are in 
order. He thinks that it is not his province to 
decide in reference to the relevancy of debate. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Clerk. 

Mr. MeMULLIN, 
debatable ? 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that it is. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to address my- 
self to the gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. Sre- 
PHENS. | Is it possible, sir, that when an election 
is pending before this House——- 

Mr. MEACHAM. [I rise to a point of order. 
If I understand the rules and the Constitution, 
each gentleman must address the Chairman, or 
the presiding officer of the House. Therefore I 
rise to appeal from the decision of the Clerk, if 
the Clerk decides that the gentleman may persist 
in addressing an individual member of the Stale 
of Representatives. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the gen- 
tleman from Virginia is in order. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Then I take an appeai. 

The CLERK. There is another question of 
order, and another appeal now pending. 

Mr. SMITH. I have accede referred to the 
vaper. If I had not been interrupted, I would 
1ave finished my remarks in a few moments. I 
first wanted to call the attention of the House 
to the character of these fusion movements in 
Maine and Massachusetts. By the notice referred 
to, we can understand the character of the meet- 
ing it convened and the speeches delivered. On 
that occasion, the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


Mr. Clerk, is the appeal 


| [Mr. Banxs,] with Mr. Wane and others, at- 
| tended, and uttered his disunion sentiments, as 





To-day, the Government of | | 





| follows: 


‘“« Although I am not one of that class of men who ery for 
the perpetuation of the Union, though | am willing ina 
certain state of circumstances fo let it slide, | have no fear 
for its perpetuation. But let me say, if the chief object of 
the people of this country be to maintain and propagate 
chattel property in man, in other words, human slavery, 
this Union cannot stand, and ought not to stand,”? 


The fusion movement was signally defeated in 
Massachusetts and also in Maine; and thus it 
seems that gentlemen from those States are openly 
acting to earry out a policy here that has been 
utterly routed and exploded in those States, 
[Loud cries of ““Order!’’ ** Whatis the question?” 
‘* What becomes of the question of order?’’] 
Gentlemen may cry order as much as they please. 
I have said what I wished to say. You may go 
on with the call of the roll. [Laughter.} 

The CLERK. Is the Clerk to understand that 
the gentleman has withdrawn his motion to re- 
scind the order for the limitation of debate? 

Mr. SMITH. Yes, sir, I have withdrawn it, 
and would have long since finished my remarks, 
had I been let alone. 

The House then proceeded to vote the eighty- 
third time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 205; necessary to a 
choice, 103; of which— 


Nathaniel P. Banks received..... apecee 06n90nthsaeeee 
William A. Richardson... ..c..ccccse cccccccsceccssOe 
Henry M. Fuller....... ads cece cqasen occa saeuhuvantee 
Alexander C. M. Pennington..... o Seedeececeesaad . 6 
James L. OFF coscesccccsccccce coenéee oovcecanasee & 
John Williams...... bopedbdccen ecednh enedne bh shnene 
Thomas R. Whitney........0e e+e acscecccovasada Ss 
Henry 8. Bennett.........+++ eccsepecces segbensebe a 


So there was no choice. 

The following is tiie vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Tim- 
othy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, 
Trafton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howel 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, David- 
son, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Augustus Hall, 8 W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Herbert, Houston, W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
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—— 

















Maxwell, McMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Milison, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Raffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Savage, Seward Shorter, Samucl A. Smith, | 
Williom Smith, Stephens ; i 
Watkins, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fuller—Mesers. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- | 
lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter havis, Etheridge, Eustis, | 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Hum- | 


|| ‘Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. WHEELER, 
|| and Wasuavaye of Illinois, were appointed. 

The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported fifteen in the affirmative. So the yeas 
and nays were not ordered, one fifth of a quorum 
not voting in favor thereof. [Cries of * Call the 
roll!”’ 

Mr. SEWARD. The House is getting disor- 
derly, and I desire to know whether it is in order 
to move that James L. Orr, of South Carolina, 
be invited to preside over this House until a 
Speaker shall be elected ? 


| The CLERK. The Clerk thinks it is. 
| 


Stewart, Ta ior, Vail, Warner, 


per Marshall, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 
ivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Under- 


wood, vaity Walker, Whitney, and Zollicofler. 


For Mr. Penninglon—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, | 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. | 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Whi Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
For Mr. Benneti—Mr. Richardson. 
Mr. EUSTIS. As we appear to be making no 
progress, I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 


The House proceeded to vote the eighty-fourth 
time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes cast, 203; necessary to a 
choice, 102; of which— 


Nathaniel P, Banks received......cscccccccccsscess 98 


Mr. SEWARD. ThenI make that motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a question of 
order. The gentleman from Georgia cannot 
make that motion until the House first disposes 
of the motion I made a few minutes since, and 
upon which the yeas and nays have just now 
been refused. 

The CLERK. The Clerk was under the im- 


pression, for a moment, that the motion had been 


| 


i 





i] 
| 


WEE iy PEC EST Fccicee's Sconce vocccee sed 66 1 of. The gentleman from New York is 
Henry Me PUNO. iiin csc ccccsccccccccccccecceces 29 «|| right. 

Alexander C, M, Pennington Coren eeeseroseseesenete 6 1 The question was then taken upon Mr. 
eens a aeh «duct dale bisa beak als : | Wueeter’s motion, and it was decided in the 
Thomas R. Whitney..... Deh cba ck sdbytesviendes 1 negative. 

PameP DPT ibs Dads beedic ce seccsevcsscseseses 1 | Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I move 


that the House do now adjourn, and upon that 
motion I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 79, nays 126; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Ball, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. 
Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Brooks, Broom, Cadwal- 
ader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cox, 
Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, bvans, Faulk- 
ner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Goode, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, Herbert, Houston, Kennett, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lindley, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall,eSamuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Killian Miller, Mill- 
son, Moore, Orr, Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Rich- 
ardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Scott, Seward, Shorter, 
Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Tyson, Underwood, Wakeman, 
Walker, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—79. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, 
Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, Denver, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, Harlan, Hol- 
loway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, 
Matteson, McCarty, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 


So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks— Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- | 
eon, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy 
Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dur- 
fee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas | 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston 


| 
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King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matte- 
son, McCarty, Meacham Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, 
Purviance, Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, | 
Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, | 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etiihu B. Washburne, Israel | 
Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- | 
worth. 

For Mr. Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, | 
Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowic, Boyce, 
Brooks, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell | 
Gobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, | 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliot, English, Faulkner, | 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augus- 
tus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Houston, George W. Jones, j Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kid- 
well, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MeMultin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai | 
Oliver, Orr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, | 
Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Sinith, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, and 
John V. Wright. 

For Mr. Fatler—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 


lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, || Paine, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Hum- || Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Reade, Ritchie, 


irey Marshall, Paine, Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, 

ivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, ‘Trippe, Under- 
wood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 
Haven, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 

For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

For Mr. Whitney—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

ov Mr. Powell—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, [loud shouts 
of ‘Call the roll!”’ from all parts of the Hall,] I | 
will thank gentlemen to behave a little better; | 
they cannot ow. me down. It is now, sir, Satur- | 
dag. evening» [laughter,] and we cannot possibly 
make an election to-night. I will take this occa- | 
sion, however, to give notice to gentlemen that on | 
Monday evening next, unless my mind changes, | 
I shall be willing to remain here and continue in | 
session until we can effectan election. I now move | 
that the House adjouvn. 

Mr. WOODRUFF. I demand the yeas and || 


Rivers, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Savage, Simmons, Spinner, 

Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Stranaban, Tappan, Tayler, 

Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Valk, Wade, Wal- 

bridge, Waldron, Waruer, Cadwalader C, Washburne, El- 

liu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, 

Welch, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—126. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that when this 
House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next, at ten o’clock. 

Mr. BOYCE, Upon that motion I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. ORR. I move that this House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, Upon that motion I de- 
mead the yeas and nays. (Cries of ‘‘ No!” 
*s No!”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think it is evi- 
dent that nothing will be done here to-night, and 
if gentlemen will vote down the sean Son the 





mit upon that motion. | yeas and nays, I think the House will now ad- 
he yeas and nays were not ordered. | journ. 
Mr. ORR. 1 for tellers. || ‘The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the 


Messrs. Eustis and Taortncron were ap- || motion of the gentleman from Mississippi—that 
pointed. ' || when the House adjourns, it adjourn until Mon- 
The question was taken, and the tellers re- | day next at ten o’clock—must first be put. 


67, noes 108. r. BARKSDALE. I withdrawmy motion. 

So the House refused to adjourn. Mr. READY. Inasmuch as the motion of the 

Mr. : EELER. 1 move that when the | gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr} is out 

House it adjourn to meet on Wednes- || of order, and there seems an indisposition upon 
day hext. | the part of the House to adjourn, | move 






| the House take a recess unti 


» MeMULLIN. Upon that question I call — twelve o’clock on 
onday. 


nays. 
I call for tellers upon the The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the motion 


of the gentleman from South Carolina is inorder, 
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the motion of the gentleman from Mississipp, 
[Mr. SS been withdrawn. 
Mr. MATT N. Vaeeniaa the yeas and 
nays upon the motion. 
The CLERK. As many as are in favor ofthe 
yeas and nays upon the motion to adjourn, wil} 
stand up and be counted. [Cries of “ Up, up,”’ang 


** Down, down;’’ great confusion eXisting in the 
Hall. } 

The Clerk declared that the yeas and nayg 
were demanded. (Cries of ** Call the roll !”’) 

The question was then taken by yeas and 
nays, and it was decided in the affirmative—yeag 
102, nays 92; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Ball, Barksdale, Bey 
Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Broom, Cad. 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskje 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox’ 
Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, 
Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards Blliot,’ 
English, sebertiae Evans, Faulkner, Florence Henry . 
Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison 
Haven, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton’ 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Ken- 
nett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Samue) 
S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Porter, 
Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, Riteine, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Trippe, 
Tyson, Underwood, Walker, Ellihu B. Washburne, at- 
kins, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—102. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H, 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Chiw- 
son, Colfax, Comins Cragin, Crawford, Cumback, Dam. 
rell, Timothy Davis, Day, ean, De Witt, Dickson, Durtee, 
Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, 
Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hollo- 
way, Howard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pur- 
viance, Reade, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Spinners, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Welch, Wells, Wood, and Woodruff—92. 


Before the announcement of the vote, Mr. 
STEPHENS said: As it is Saturday night, and 
we are not likely to do anything if we stay here, 
I will change my vote from “no ” to ‘*ay;”’ but 
I give notice, if this House do not elect a Speaker 
to-night, on Monday I shall do my best to pre- 
vent another adjournment until a Speaker shall 
be elected. 

The House accordingly (at six o’clock, p. m.) 
adjourned until twelve o’clock, m., on Monday 
next. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 31, 1855. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C, Dean. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 


The PRESIDENT announced the presence of 
Hon. Rosert W. Jounson, chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Arkansas a Senator from that State for 
the term of six years from the 4th of March last, 
whose credentials were presented at the last ses- 
sion. The oath prescribed by law was adminis- 
tered to Mr. Jonnson, and he took his seat in the 
Senate. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a document relative 
to the claim of Richard Oothoudt for arrears of 
pension; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

He also submitted a document in relation to the 
claim of Isaac Carpenter to a pension; which, 
with the papers already on file, was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, presented 
the petition of William R. Combs, praying to be 
allowed a pension on account of disability incurred 
while in the mili service of the United States; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition 
of the Rev. J. L. Elliott, late a chaplain in the 
United States Army, praying fora grant of bounty 
land; which was to the Committee on 
Public Lands, : 

Also, the memorial of Allen Pierce, praying to 
be allowed a quantity of land equal to that pur- 
chased by him, but of which he was deprived by 
the neglect of the United States surveyor tomake 
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a return of the same; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of D. Wilson and others, 
raying the establishment of a mail route from 
yecorah to Winona, Wisconsin; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition and papers of William H. De 
Forrest and others, praying for compensation for losses sus- 
tained by the bombardment of San Juan del Norte, or Grey- 
town, Central America, be withdrawn from the files, and 
referred to the Court of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Alien Lewis, of Boothbay, 
Maine, praying for bounty for the schooner 6s Forester,” 
jost at sea while engaged in the fisheries; the petition of 
Thomas Thurston, owner of the schooner “* Wanderer,” 

raying to be allowed fishing bounty; and the petition of 
szekiel Holbrook and others, for bounty for schooner 
« Grampus,” of Boothbay, lost at sea while engaged in the 
fisheries, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Thomas Ew- 
bank, praying for an appropriation to test certain improve- 
ments made by him in the mode of constructing the pad- 
ies of steamers, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of Denison E. 


Seymour, representing that he was induced to enlist in a | 


corps of United States engineers, by certain misrepresent- 
ations, and praying for some remuneration for losses sus- 
tained and hardships suffered in consequence thereof, be 


withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to || 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers relating to the 
claim of Sarah Crandall be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


LIPPINCOTT’S GAZETTEER. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- | 


lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That seventy copies of Lippincott’s Gazetteer | 


of the World be purchased by the Secretary for the use of 
the Senate. 


HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS OF EMIGRANTS. 
Mr. SEWARD presented the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous con- || 


sent and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance inquire whether | 


any amendment or modification of the law in regard to the 


exemption of household effects of emigrants is necessary 
or expedient. 


PATENT LAWS. 
Mr. SUMNER presented the following resolu- 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Patents and the Patent 


Office be instructed to consider the expediency of repealing | 


somuch of the existing law as requires the word “ patented”’ 


and - date of the patent to be stamped on the thing pat- 
ented. 


COLONEL BENJAMIN S. ROBERTS. 


_Mr. FOOT. Lask leave to submit two resolu- 
tions, both having reference to the same subject- 
matter, and upon which I cesire to submit a few 
remarks by way of explanation before I interpoxe 


a motion to refer them to the appropriate com- 
mittee, 


The PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be 


read, 


The Secretary read them as follows: 


Resolved, That the report of Benjamin S. Roberts, Cap- 
tain of the Rifles, made to General Twiggs, on returning to 
him the American flag which had been the first planted 
upon the Capitol of Mexico, and which he had intrusted 
to the enies of Captain Roberts in the storming of Che- 
pultepee, and the taking of the city of Mexico, bearing 
date “ City of Mexico, 17th September, 1847,” be taken 
from the files in the office of the Secretary of the Senate, 
and be printed ; and that the President tempore of the 
Senate caus® an en copy thereof to be deposited in 
the Department of State with the flag whose history it gives, 
and which has already been deposited in said De ient 
by ae of the Senate. 
lved by the Senate House of Representatives o, 

the United Slates of Necie? in Cougeen assembled, That 
the President of the United States be requested to cause a 
Bean with suitable devices, to be presented to Colouel 
wee 8. Roberts, in testimony of the high sense enter- 
cae by Conguaas of his gallantry and good conduct at 
Menee Chepultepec and the taking of the city of 

Mr. FOOT. Mr. President, it is not my pur- 
pose to ask the Senate to act on these’ resolutions 


et this time, but I shall move to refer them to the 
ttee on Military Affairs, as being the most 
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a riate organ through which propositions of || lately, the European papers were filled with the 
this eter should be ceietuned to the Senate || praises of the French soldier who raised the fifst 
for its direct action. I desire, however, to sub:ffit || flag on the tower of the Malakoff, and he was 
a very few words of explanation upon the intro- || forthwith advanced to posts of honor and dis- 
| duction of these resolutions. || tinction. Ts it asking too much of the Senate to 
Upon reference to the Senate Journal of the || ask them to notice an American soldier, so fur 
first session of the Thirtieth Congress, it will be || forth at least, as to publish his report on returning 

| found that, on the 2d day of June, 1848, Mr. | to his superior officer the flag with which he had 
| Davis, of Mississippi, now at the head of the | been especially charged, and which, under bis 
War Department, presented to the Senate a flag | special command and by his own right hand, had 
which had been transmitted by General Twiggs, || been first planted upon the palace wails of the 
| being the first national flag of the United States | ancient capital of Mexico? [trust not; and this 
| raised on the palace in the city of Mexico. It | is all that is proposed in the first resolution. The 
further appears that on the next day, Mr. Day- | proposition is a very simple one; it is a very just 
ton, of New Jersey, submitted a resolution in ref- || one; it is indeed a very modest one; and Tf trust 
erence to this flag, which was considered by || that here it will call forth no responsive voice in 
That reso- || the negative. 


| unanimous consent, and agreed to. . 
In reference to the second resolution I have but 


| lution is in these words: 
a word to say in advance of the action of the 
| the flag of the United States first erected by the American _committee. [hold in my hand extracts copied 
| army upon the Palace in the Capitol of Mexico, and now || from the official dispatches and reports of the vari- 
pees A not mre Meow ete in the Depart. | | ous battles during the whole of General Scott's 
triumphant march from Vera Cruz to the city of 
| Mexico, which relate to the conduct and bearing 
_of Colonel Roberts, then Captain of the Rifles. 
| I will not, at this hour, oceupy the time of the 


é Senate in reading these extracts, which are some- 
upon the — of Mexico, and submitted a mo- || what elaborate, but will pass them over to the 
tion that it be printed; when, on motion of Mr. || reporter to be appended to my remarks. To this 

| Dayton, it was ordered that it lie on the table, documentary evidence of the official conduct and 
| It was now late in the session; there were other || character of Colonel Roberts, throughout that 
| and important public measures proomagapon the || extraordinary and brilliant campaign, I invite the 
|| attention of Congress, and especially an the Sen- special attention of the Committee on Military 
| ate, and no further action was taken in reference || Affairs, a portion of whom, at least, | see now 
to the motion ot Mr. Davis to print the document, || present. Upon this testimony, and upon this 
and no action has since been taken in reference || alone, I am quite willing to submit to the judg- 
| to it. : A | ment of that commitiee the question, whether or 
The first resolution which I have offered merely not Colenel Roberts is entitled to the compliment- 
proposes that this document or report be printed, ary notice from the American Congress which 
| and that an engrossed copy of it be placed in the || is contemplated by this resolution. The. official 
|| Department of State, with the flag whose history || dispatches and reports of all the chief ‘officers of 
| it gives, I hold in my hands a copy of that | that campaign—of Scott, and Twiggs,and Smith, 
|| report, and as it is brief and expressive, I will || and Quitman, and Lane, and others—bear united 
| ask the indulgence of the Senate for a moment in || and unqualified testimony to the important ser- 
reading it: | vices, to the gallant bearing, and the heroie courage 
of Colonel Roberts on all occasions of difficulty 

| and danger. 

These records of his services, if I misread 
| them not, if | misjudge not, fully justify and 
and the first American flag that ever floated upon the cuatene eins queens Sant Oe Sie eae 
Palace of the Capitol of Mexico is now returned = you. | of the ouemny = Vera Cruz; that he had selected 
It was also the first planted on the five-gun battery | €Xtraordinary commands in every main battle; 
stormed aot easied by the rifle regiment between Chepul- || and a ; ——— ee ae the 
tepec and the Garita. : 2 utmost fidelity, an with entire and uniform suc- 
om Reiawietiadions at the Garita, | cess; that he was the officer to whom was intrust- 
It was carried by Sergeant Manly, of “F*? company, || €d the American flag which led the army into the 

|| whom I selected to bear so distinguished a flag, and the || city of Mexico; that he was the first American who 
anticipations I entertained of his doing honor to the banner || entered the palace of the Capitol, and raised there 

| of his country were not disappointed. I desire to commend | the first American flag ever reared in the halls of 


him to your special consideration. | . 
This flag would have been returned through him, but for || the Montezumas, and fought the last fight in the 
streets of the = of the Aztees. 


a severe wound that conftnes him to his quarters. It is 
proper that I should state that I was not with the flag when | You have indeed honored that flag, but you 
have not honored the officer with whom it was 


' 
planted on the battery at the Garita, and when planted on | 
specially charged, and who bore it wherever it 








** Resolved, That the Vice President be requested to have 


} It also appears from the Senate Journal, that 
| on the Ist of July following, Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
\| sissippi, presented a document in relation to an 
| American flag stated to have been first planted 





Crry or Mextco, September 17, 1847. 
Sir: I have the honor to return the American flag you 
intrusted to my keeping in the storming of Chepultepee 
and the taking of the city of Mexico. Your charge to me 
was: “7 expect that flag to be the first planted upon the 
| Capitol of Mexico.’? The commission has been executed, 





detained to guard the prisoners taken at the five-gun bat- 
tery, assaulted by my storming party. On inspection, you 
will perceive that this flag has been pierced six times by || 
the balls of the enemy. . 

1 have the honor to be, with high regard, &c., 


the battery between the Garita and the city, having been | | 
was borne. You have not even acknowledged 


him as concerned in its honor, or as a partner in 
| its glory. I humbly submit that this is not right. 
B. 8. ROBERTS, Captain Rifles. To show special marks of honor to the flag, to 
| General D. E. Twiees, Commanding Second Division. | deposit it among the archives most valued as the 
| That flag has been received by the Senate and || memorials of the country’s honor and its glory, 
| deposited in the archives of the State Department || without even a tender of thanks or any token of 
| as the property and the glory of-the nation— || approbation to the officer who bore it, and who 
| as commemorative of the final and great victory || gave it all its value and all its consideration, I 
| in the valley of Mexico—as the crowning trophy || respectfully submit again is not just, nor wise, 
of all of , S- Scott’s. unexampled victories || nor even very sensible. 
from Vera Cruz to the Mexican capital. The ||  Itis my purpose, as it is my privilege, to make 
flag is there; but the name of the officer who bore ‘| a reasonable effort at least to have this wrong 
it is not there; his report, which gives the story || repaired; to vindicate, so far forth as | may be 
of its triumphs, is not there—has not even been || able to do it, the claims of Colonel Roberts to 
published. The flag is there alone,—‘ alone in || proper notice, and his services to a proper recog- 
its glory,” if you please,—its history untold. || nition by his Government. He is himself far 
Those who bore it aloft and in triumph through || away, upon duty on the outer borders of the 
the storms of battle as yet remain unhonored, || country, and is unadvised of this proceeding. 
unrecognized, unnoticed, even by the mention of || But, sir, his professional reputation belongs not 
their names. || to himself ives: it belongs not to his family 
This is all wrong, Mr, President, palpably || alone; it belongs to the country, and it belongs 
wrong, though doubtless the result of an uninten- | emphatically to the State which gave him his 
tional oversight, which I trust the Senate will be || birth and his education; and is, in a measure, 
very prompt to correct. Asa personal friend of || committed to the keeping of the representatives 
Colonel Roterts, although of opposing political || from that State. 
| faith—as a representative from $8 native State, || Vermont, sir, shed too much blood upon the 
| 1 but. diseh alike the obligations of private || battle-fields of Mexico; too many of her youthful 
| friendship and public duty in calling the attention || sons were left upon its’ plains, and among its 
| of the Senate to this subject. hy, sir, but || mountain passes, to allow her to be unmindful 
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of the reputation of those who survive. 
made a costly sacrifice to the spirit of that war 
when her gallant and accomplished Ransom fell 
before the walls of Chepultepec. It shall not be 
laid to my charge if she makes a greater sacrifice 
by neglecting to vindicate the well-earned repu- 
tation of any of her surviving sons. But, sir, I 
forbear dont remark until we shall have re- 
ecived the report of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom I move the reference of the 
resolutions. 

‘These, Mr. President, are the documents to 
which I have referred: 
Extracts from Reports of the battles in Merico, showing the 
services of Lieutenant Colonel! B.S. Roberts, of the Army. 








Heapgtanrers Scconp Bricape or Tae Army, 
Camp aT VerGaRra, NEAR Vera Crvz, 
* March 15, 1847. 
Sim: 1 have the bonorto reportthe occurrences in which 
my brigade has becn concerned since the commencement of 
the march fromthe place of debarkation until now. * * 
Making considerable of a detour, to avoid some ponds of 
water, f arrived about noon on the great road leading to the 
enty of Mexico. On coming outhere, Lieutenant Roberts’s 
company of mounted riflemen, leading a party of mounted 
men, Was discovertd. After a short skirmish, the enemy 
were dispersed, ny ncn receiving no injury. 
D. bE. TWIGGS, 
Brigadier General United States Army. 
[Senate Doe. 1st sess. 30th Cong., vol. 1, p. 246.) 





Heapevarters Reoiment or Mocntep RirLemMen, 
Camp at Veroara, March 24, 1847. 

Yosterday a number of Mexicans were reported to have 
been seen up the Puebla road, and to day, after dinner, I de- 
tached Lieutenant Roberts, with his company C, to proceed 
in that direction, and, crossing towards the sea, to return 
by the beach: about two and a halt miles from this, near 
the Puente del Medio, be discovered six men, who displayed 
a white flag, and invited him to approach. Supposing they 
would surrender on discovering his force, he met them on 
the bridge, but found they had the same expectation from 
him ; and discovered that they were several hundred strong 
on the ridge which commanded the bridge on the other 
side. Uncertain what was his strength, they permitted him 
to withdraw under cover of the height on this side, while 
they still disptayed the white flag; from which position he 
sent information to camp of what had occurred. By the 
general direction, [| marched to his support with about two 
hundred men. On approaching the place, we advanced to 
reconnoiter, when the enemy opened a fire of musketry 
from a targe body placed on either side of the road, on the 
hiil rising from the further end of the Puente del Medio, a 
handsome stone structure thrown across a small stream 
running into the river Antigua. The bridge was barricaded 
with abatis, and intrenchments thrown up on the heights, 

I directed Lieutenant Roberts to display in the chaparal to 
our right, and crossing below, to turn their left; while Cap- 
tain Pope, with two companies, crossed above, turning their 
left, | advanced the remainder by the road and bridge. 
Lieutenant Roberts having before been over the ground, 
reached their left first, and drove them with great spirit from 
their position, We pursued them about a mile, when sun- 
set induced me to halt, and recalling the skirmishers, we 
returned to camp about seven in the evening. We had 
four men severely wounded—I hope not dangerously —two 
sergeants and two privates. We found three dead Mexi- 
cans in the pursuit, but the contest having been in the 
bushes, others may have escaped notice. An officer 
wounded, as was supposed mortally, was passed in the 
pursuit, but on our return the place could not be found. 

I have great satisfaction in speaking of the promptitude 
and spirit evinced by the whole command, but the activity 
and gallantry evinced by Lieutenant Roberts and the two 
subaiterns serving with him on the.occasion—brevet sec- 
ond Lieutenants Maury and Hatch deserve particular notice. 
We took four muskets and many cartridges. The enemy 
were estimated to be over two hundred and fifty men, and 
supposed to be an advanced party of a force of some 
etrength, collecting between us and Puente Nacional. 

Your obedient servant, 

PERSIFOR F. SMITH, Colonel. 
To Lieutenant W. T. H. Brooke, Acting Assistant Adju- 
tant Gencral Second Brigade. 

[Senate Doc., Ist sess, 30th Cong., p. 250.) 


“This movement was also intended to support Quit- | 


man’s storming parties, both on the Causeway. The first 
of these, furnished by ‘Twiggs’s division, was commanded 


in succession by Captain Casey, Second Infantry, and | 


Captain Paul, Seventh Infantry, after Casey had been 
severely wounded; and the second, originally under the 
gallant Major Twiggs, Marine Corps, killed, and then Cap- 
tain Miller, Second Pennsylvania Volunteers. The storm- 
ing party, now commanded by Captain Pav', seconded by 
Captain Roberts, of the Rifles, Lieutenant Stewart, and 
others of the same regiment, Smith’s brigade, carried the 
two batteries in the road, took some guns, with many pris- 
oners, and drove the enemy posted bebind in su 
General Scott's report of the officers designated by 
list of individuals of conspicuous merit.”? Senate 
sess, J0th Cong., vol. 1, p. 379. 


im, “ the 
Doc., ist 


“Too much cannot be said in praise of the officers and 
men who “ee storming force, with Captain ary 
ia command, adh, llantly supported by Captain - 
erts, of the Mounted Ritles ; a Dobbins. Third In- 
fantry ; Lieutenant Richardson, Third Infantry ; Lieuten- 
ant Wescott, Second Infantry; Lieutenant Hill, Fourth 
Artillery; Lieutenant Bee, Third Infantry; Lieutenant 
Steele, Third Infantry; Uieutenant Stewart, Mounted 
Rifles ; and Lieutenant De Russy, Fourth Artillery. The 

rty advaneed without a falter or check.’ — General 

#"s Report, Senate Doc., 30th Cong., vol. 1, p. 398. 


ort. — | 


a 


| 
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and had greatly distinguished himseif during the F rhein | 
dagewas detailed by me to plant the * star spangled banner’? | | 
of our country upon the national palace. That flag—the i 
first strange banner which had ever waved over that palace 
since the conquest of Cortez—was displayed and saluted | 
with enthusiasm by the whole command.”—General Quit- | 
man’s Report, Senate Dac., 30th Cong., vol. 1, p. 417. 
Captain Roberts, regiment of Mounted Riflemen ; Cap- 
tain Dobbins, Third Infantry; Lieutenant Haskins, First 
Artillery; Lieutenants Richardson and Bee, Third Infan- 
try; and Lieutenant James Stewart, regiment of Mounted | 
Riflemen, were the officers detailed from this brigade for | 
the storming party, and they all justified the choice by the | 


| most daring courage.” 


| wounded, and missing has already been transmitted. 


| ment of Mounted Riflemen, at the actions of Contreras, on 


“in the course of the Mth, a fire from the houses and | 
corners was commenced by the Mexicans, which was not 
entirely quelled until the next day; and all the companies, | 
in succession, were engaged in driving them off. Aftera 
very vigorous attack on the 15th, by a party of mounted 
riflemen under Captain Roberts, on the main body of these 
irregular combatants, and the severe loss he occasioned 
them, put an end tothis annoyance. A report of the killed, 
The 
number is one hundred and sixty-six.’’—General Persifor 
F. Smith’s Report, Appendix to Senate Doc., 30th Cong., 
vol. 1, p. 185. | 





Vera Cruz, February 7, 1848. 
Sir: It has been brought to my notice that the services | 
of Captains Roberts and Porter’s companies of the regi- 


the 19th and 20th of August last,tiave not been noticed in 
the report of their immediate superior. I deem it an aet 
of justice to state; that these two companies composed the | 
advanced guard of my division, and under my personal or- 


| ders made their way through the pedregal, driving in the | 


| conduct of the officers and men came under my observa- 


enemy’s skirmishers, and keeping the advanced position in 
the afternoon and night of the 19th.~ These two companies | 
being separated from their immediate commanders, the | 


tion, and deserves the highest commendation. Captain 
Roberts, Captain Porter, and Lieutenants Morris and Stew- | 


| art were the officers serving in this command, and are en- 
| titled to a place of distinction in the report of the action of 


Contreras. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedint servant, 
Db. E. TWIGGs, | 
Brigadier General, United Siates Army. 
Honorable W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington, District of Columbia. 


—_—_ | 
City or Mexico, September 22, 1847. 
Srr: IT have just received your communication of this ; 


date, and, although confined to my bed, will endeavor to 


| comply with the request of the General. 


| 12th to Major General Quitman, for orders. 


On the 12th instant [ was placed in command of two |} 


hundred and twenty-five picked men and volunteers of the 
second division of regulars, for the purpose of forming a 
storming party in the attack on Chepultepec. By direction 
of the General-in-Chief, I reported on the evening of the | 
I organized 


| the party into six divisions, comprising the six regimental | 
| detachments of which it was composed. The first division 


| Lieutenant Wescott, of the Second Infantry; and the 


| bags, and all the necessary implements, on the morning of | 


| under a galling and destructive fire. 


was commanded by Captain Roberts, of the Rifles; the 
second, by Lieutenant Haskins, of the First Artillery; the 
third, by Captain Dobbins,of the Third Infantry; the fourth, 
by Lieutenant Hill, of the Fourth Artillery ; the fifth, by | 


sixth, by Captain Paul, of the Seventh Infantry. Having 
been provided with scaling ladders, crow-bars, powder- 


the 13th instant, as directed by the General, I followed the | 
Marines, in the direction of the Castle. Soon after passing | 
Drum’s battery, we entered a ditch on the left of the road, 
the enemy opening quite a brisk fire, but which, from our 
position, did us no injury. In a short time the Marines, in 
our front, halted ; on perceiving which | ordered the storm- 
ing party to take the road and pass them. My order was 
promptly obeyed, and they gallantly advanced up the road 
On arriving near the 


| causeway, I received a wound in-the abdomen, by which | 


I was unable further to direct the operations of the storm- | 
ing party, which devolved on Captain Paul, of the Seventh 
Infantry. After being wounded, | managed to reach>a | 
rancho, on the roadside, where I remained until the action | 
Was over, using what strength remained to me in urging | 
on the stragglers who stopped there. From the peculia; 
and desperate nature of the service, and from their zealous | 
cooperation, I would recommend all the officers of the | 
storming party to the special notice of the Commanding | 
General. 
Captain Roberts, by his position as commanding the lead- | 
ing division of the column, more particularly attracted my | 
attention. From what [ myself witnessed, and from the | 
testimony of others, he, by his activity, zeal, and gallantry, | 
merits the highest praise. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
SILAS CASEY, Captain of Second Infantry. 
To A. N. Paes, Acting Assistant Adjutant General. | 
| 
i 
' 


Crry or Mexico, September 18, 1852. 
Sir: * * * Under a most galling and destructive 
fire of grape and musketry, the charge was most gallantly 
made by the storming party of the division, in which some 
stragglers and a few marines joined, and the work was car- 
ried at the point of the bayonet. Captain Roberts and Lieu- | 
tenant Stewari of the Rifles, Captain Dobbins and Lieuten- | 
ants Richardsen and Bee of the Thir: Infantry, Lieutenants. 
Hill meee es enmnenrnte and Lieutenant Wes- | 
cot nd Infantry, by their bright ex le, encou 
no hae, who never faltered an instant. ees Analter 
ion of the storming party, led by that gallant officer, 
Saptain Roberts, of the Rifles, assaulted, and after a desper- 
ate hand-to-hand conflict, carried the battery in rear of 
Chepultepec, killing and wounding many of the enemy, | 


} 
| 
i 
; 
' 
' 
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; Ne ee EEE SS Z=z=£"*"" = -§_ —_” 
| ‘Captain Roberts, of the Rifle Regiment, who had led the i cutting off their retreat, and an end to 
She | advanced company of the storming party at Chepultepee, || * * * It would be a delicate an he conflict, 


difficult tas e 
discriminate among the ; Where all wei an ety 
ous for individual gallantry and daring and efficient 
vices, y@& to Captain Roberts, of the Rifles; Lieut a 
Hill, Fourth Artillery; Lieutenant Wescott, Second | 
a ey Captain Dobbins, Third Infantry, 1 an mostly 
a ted or the success of the operations of the storm- 
I have the honor to be, &c., G. R. PAUL 
Captain Seventh Infantry, Commanding Stormers 
Lieutenant A. LovELL, Acting Adjutant General, V; . 
Division, United States Army. nT eentger 


Extract of a Letter from General Persifor F. 
Secretary of War. 


City or Mexico, January 14, 1942. 

Sin: * * * Captain Roberts, who has distinguisieg 
himself on all occasions in our operations here, is an offic “ 
well qualified by his intelligence, zeal, and industry, tosee 
that ali provisions are made in these matters; and his ex. 
perience has made him well acquainted with the wants of 
the peculiar arm of the regiment. 

With much respect, &c., 


Smith to the 


PERSIFOR F. SMITH 
Brevet Brigadier General United States Anny, 


Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War. 


Extract of a Letter from General Smith to the City Author. 
ities of New Orleans. 

Captain Roberts is one of the most distinguished officers 
of my own regiment, the Mounted Riflemen ; and you wijj 
find him mentioned in all the official reports with the hiop. 
est commendations. His part in the capture of the city, as 
well as of Chepultepec, where he led one of the storming 
parties, entitles him to the consideration of all his country. 
men. Permit me to recommend him to your kindness, 
Your obedient servant, PERSIFOR F. SMITu. 


Remarks of General Scott on Colonel Roberts’s claim to 
Brevet distinction. 

Lieutenant Roberts very justly complains that much dis- 
tinguished service on his part was passed by, and he was 
breveted a lieutenant colonel for actions in which he was 
not engaged. This error should, no doubt, be corrected; 
but, in doing justice to Licutenant Colonel Roberts, care 
should be taken that the rectification of one error may not 
lead to the commission of others. 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War. 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 
June 10, 1852. 


—— 


Extract of a letter from General Persifor F. Smith, to Mr. 
Marcy, relating to the services of Colonel Roberts. 
Puitapetpnia, November 20, 1848. 

As brevets have been granted at Madalan, I would claim, 
on the part of the regiment, a like distinction for that of 
the Rio Medio, where, about two hundred and eighty of the 
regiment (the rest being on picket) attacked and defeated 
four hundred and fifty of the enemy in a very strong posi- 
tion, killed and wounded many, and completely routed 
them. The regiment having been posted on the extreme 
left of the line of investment of Vera Cruz, covering the 
approach from Mexico, was distant from headquarters, and 
its services in this affair have not received the attention 
they merit, compared with other similar affairs. In this 
Captain Roberts led the attack, and highly distinguished him- 
self, as he also did in several affairs under General Lane's 
command, and that of other officers in the districts of 
Puebla and Perote, and is well entitled to another brevet 
atleast. Besides the circumstance mentioned in relation 
to thé action at Rio Medio, others have occasioned the 
oversight of some of the officers. In the battles of Cerro 
Gordo and the city, the commanders of the regiment fell, 
and their successors could not know the previous services 
of the officers. At Contreras and Churubusco, the regiment 
was, at the former partly, and at the latter, wholly, de- 
tached from its brigade, and the service it rendered was not 
reported by the commanders under whom it was tempora- 
rily placed, and to whose command it did not properly be- 
long. Nevertheless, the whole army unite in awarding its 
Sa. praise on all ae 

ith the est respect, ke. . 
Mghest respects ST ERSIFOR F. SMITII, 

Brevet Major General. 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War. 


! 





Joint Resolution of the Legislature of Towa, presenting 4 
sword to Captain Benjamin 8. Roberts. 

“Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, 
That the Treasurer of the State be authorized to procure 4 
finely-wrought sword and scabbard,with the proper inserip- 
tions, to he presented by the Governor to Benjamin 8. Rob- 
erts, of the Rifle regiment, as a memento of the pride of 
his fellow-citizens of this State in the soldier-like patnot- 
ism and deeds of valor performed by him in the late war 
with Mexico. 


“APPROVED, January 15, 1849.”? 


| 
| 
| Beyond the services noticed in the foregoing, 
Colonel Roberts was selected to command five 
hundred picked volunteers, and one hundred 
mounted riflemen, to go from Jalapa to Vera Cruz, 
about the Ist of May, 1847,and this command was 
the first that swept the road of guerrillas after 
the battle of Cerro Gordo. He returned, and 
safely conducted the first supply train that reached 
General Scott on his march to Mexico. This was 
the only command that was marched this route 
without loss, and with complete success, during 
the war. : 
After the great battles in the valley of Mexico 
and the city, Colonel Roberts was transferred by 
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General Scott to serve with General Lane, in the 
district of Puebla, against the organized guerrilla 
forces under Generals Torrejon and Rea. He sur- 
wrised those two generals with their entire force 
at Tlascala, on the 10th November, and defeated 
them, taking thirteen officers prisoners, and kill- 
ing over sixty of their men, and capturing a large 
supply train, valued at a half million. About 
four hundred mules and five hundred horses, with 
all the appointments and supplies of the enemy, 
fell into his hands. ‘This was the important blow 
eiven to the guerrillas during the war. Colonel 
Roberts was sent out in the night from Puebla, 
py General Lane, with orders to push his mounted 
command forward, and, if possible, to reach the 
rear of Tlascala before daylight, while General 
Lane, with Colonels Gorman and Brough’s regi- 
ments of volunteers, by another route, expected 
about the same time to reach the enemy, and at- 
tack in front. The route of General Lane across 
the Mariana mountain, delayed him until tena. m. 
Colone! Roberts in the mean time had reached 
Tlascala, and, by a sudden and vigorous charge 
upon Torrejon’s lancers, had defeated that gen- 
eral, and captured the city. General Lane, in 
his oficial report, bestows high commendations 
on Colonel Roberts for his conduct in this affair. 
That report, however, made subsequent to the 
others of General Scott’s, has never been pub- 
lished, and forms no part of the history of Gen- 
eral Lane’s brilliant operations against the guer- 
rillas. 

Extract from Captain Duff’s report of the storming of San 

Juan de los Llanos. 

“Captain Roberts, who commanded the main storming 
party, anticipated my every wish in all the operations ot 
his command; and it is to his expericnee, activity, and 
gallantry that [ am mainly indebted for the complete suc- 
cess of the day. 

«“ ToGeneral P. F. Smira.”? 

Mr. BROWN. [ have no objection to the 
immediate reference of the last resolution to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. That resolution 
simply ore proper honors to Colone! Roberts, 
to which I have no doubt he is entitled. The first 
resolution, however, relates to a subject in which 
a distinguished citizen of my own State is inter- 
ested, and I ask that it may not be passed upon 
at present. I wish to have an opportunity of 
looking into the history of that flag, about which 
the older members of the Senate will recollect 
there was a controversy here on a former occa- 
sion between two gentlemen who had the honor 
to represent my State in this are I ask that it 
may be postponed in order that [ may have an 
opportunity of looking into the record and seeing 
that, in a proceeding which proposes to do honor 
to Colonel Roberts—to which I certainly mean 
to interpose no objection—there shall be no im- 
plied want of credit to that distinguished citizen 
of my State who bore so honorable a part in the 
battle before Chepultepec. A delay of a day or 
two can do Colonel Roberts no harm, and it may 
be the means of doing proper credit to a gentle- 
man of my State, who 1s equally entitled to the 
thanks of Congress and of the country for the 
part which he bore in the battle. 

Mr. FOOT. If the Senator from Mississippi 
apprehended me aright, he understands my mo- 
tion to embrace both resolutions, that both be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and there undergo all the investigation suggested. 

Mr. BROWN. Precisely so; but I am not 
willing to have that reference made until I shall 
be heard in defense of the conduct, position, and 
character of a gentleman from my own State who 
bore the part to which I have alluded in that 
battle, and who is now a member of the other 
House of Congress, [General Quitman.] I hope, 
therefore, the motion will lie over. 

Mr. FOOT, The first of my resolutions is a 
~—e Senate resolution. 

Mr. BROWN, I have no objection to the 
ast resolution—the joint resolution proposing 
the conferring of honors upon Colonel Roberts. 

_ Mr. CRITTENDEN. ‘ understand that ob- 
Jection is made to the consideration of both res- 
olutions. 

The PRESIDENT. Objection being made, 
they must lie over under the rule. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 
During the delivery of Mr. Foor’s remarks on 








the resolutions which he submitted, Mr. Smney 


Wessrer, the President’s Private Secretary, 


: THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


appeared below the bar. Mr. Foor yielded the 
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floor for the reception of any message the Secre- | 
tary might bear to the Senate,and Mr. Wenster 
said: 

Mr. Presipenr: I am directed by the President of the 
United States to deliver to the Senate a message in writing, 
and several accompanying documents. 

Mr. FOOT then resumed his remarks, but he 
was initerrupted by 

Mr. CLAYTON, who said: I ask my hon- | 
orable friend to give way for one moment. I 
believe the message which has been received from 
the President of the United States is not of an 
executive character, but is actually his annual | 
message to the two Houses of Congress. [Sen- 
| sation and expressions of surprise.] Now, if 
the Senator from Vermont will give way, I will 
ask that the message may be read. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from Ver- | 
mont is entitled to the floor. 
| Mr. FOOT. 

announcement. 
The PRESIDENT. The message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States will be read. 
| The Clerk read the message. [See Appendix 
for it.] 

Mr.CLAYTON. Mr. President, rarely since | 
the origin of this Government has an executive | 
message been sent to this body treating of topics 
of more interest and importance than that which 
| isnow upon your table, and which has just been 
read. I do not rise, sir, for the purpose of dis- 
cussing the subjects that are embraced in it; that | 
| would be contrary to the ancient usage of the | 

body, and I ain not disposed to introduce any 
| innovations. But, sir, it does seem to me that 
| there is one subject presented prominently in 
the foreground of that message,on which it may 
be proper now to say a few words before sub- 
mitting the ordinary motion to print the message 


|| for the use of the Senate. 


The President has informed us, in one of the 
first paragraphs of his message, that the most 
important subject in the foreign relations of this | 
country is that which is connected with the 


|| treaty of the 19th of April, 1850, in regard to | 


the country called Central America. He tells us, | 
after two ‘years, at least, of laborious negotia- 
tions with Great Britain, our Minister hasentirely | 
| failed to bring the British Government to a fair | 
| construction of the treaty—such an interpreta- 
| tion of it as one of the British Ministers, at the 
| head of the Foreign Office, himself construed it, 
since the exchange of ratifications on the 4th of 
July, 1850. This, the President says, may se- | 
| riously involve us, and he apprehends the con- 
sequence may be a rupture of our relations with | 
| Great Britain. Concurring, generally, in all that | 
| the President has said upon this subject, from | 
| hearing it read at the table, I desire to make a 
few remarks in regard to it for the purpose of 
showing our countrymen—at the same time that 
| the message goes forth to them—the soundness 
| of the grounds upon which the President has | 
| undertaken to conduct the negotiation with the | 
| Government of Great Britain, the strength of our 
| own position, and the oppressive injustice of the 
| Government of Great Britain against us. 
| We have never been a nation anxious to break 
| relations of peace with any European country. | 
| 
| 
i 


However it may be charged upon us, the histor 

of our country will show, from the beginning of this 

Government, that we have long and often borne 
| outrageous injuries from other countries, and have 
| been among the last to resort to the ultima ratio. 
| Great Britain, on the other hand, whenever she 
| is trespassed upon, is prompt to avenge the wrong. 


| She goes to war and breaks up peaceful relations 


with other Governments and countries upon | 
grounds which we have never assumed. She 
| takes upon herself to break up the peace of Europe 
| by asserting the integrity and independence of the 
| Ottoman Empire—an empire in whose territory 
| she has no claim and no directinterest. She goes 
| to war upon the ground that the balance of power 

in Europe is disturbed by the conduct of the 

Government of Russia. She assumes to herself 


| terests were 
| was impossible for us, consistently with what was 
| due to ourselves, to permit any other great mari- 


rie of course, to such 1 
I yield, of e, to such an | 





the right to regulate the affairs of the world be- 

yond her own territory. We have never made 
_— such assumption. 

t has long been apparent to us, and it was clear 

| to her at the time when we made the treaty of | 





Gaudalupe Hidalgo, and annexed our possessions 
, on the Pacific coast to this country, that there 


_ 


was a portion of territory outside the limits of 
the United States, in reference to which our in- 
eculiar, and in regard to which it 


time nation tooecupy ite xclusively, soas to enable 
them to shut us out of it at their will. Sir, with 
that keenness of sagacity which has distinguished 
British statesmen, and I am sorry to say, too, 
with that selfishness which has often character- 
ized them, the very momemt Great Britain dis- 
covered that we were about permanently to annex 
to the United States California and New Mexico, 
she sent an armed expedition from Jamaica with 
two ships of war, entered the river San Juan de 
Nicaragua, took the town of that ancient namé, 
called it Greytown, stormed the fort of Serra- 
paqui, and proclaimed her own terms to a people 
who had gallantly, but unsuccessfully, fought in 
defense of their own territory, and have proved 
themselves our friends in an emergency, for 
which we ought to be grateful. 5 . 

Sir, it is impossible for any man who desires 
to seek for truth in investigating this subjeet, te 
overlook the fact, that Great Britain placed herself 
across all the passages to California in Central 
America, just at the moment when she saw the 
United States were about to acquire Califernia 
and New Mexico. For what purpose was it? I 
do not resort to mere coincidents always to furnish 
arguments, but when one so striking as this pre- 
sents itself to my mind, it at least furnishes a 
substantial reason for demanding from such a 
Government as that of Great Britain why this 
country was seized, and then seized by them. If, 
as Lord Palmerston has undertaken to assert, 
they had title, as allies of the Mosquito Indians, 
there for two hundred years back, why was it 
that they solemnly abandoned all pretensions to 
any part of the country, and dismantled all their 
forts in obedience to the treaty of 1786 with 
Spain, and repudiated all connection with the 
Mosquito Indians? They afterwards resumed 
their disreputable alliance with those miserable 
barbarians, and seized their country by force of 
arms at the critical moment when it became neces- 
sary for them to hold it as a means of obstruction 
to us—a fence athwart the only passages we had 
to our Pacific territories ! 

Sir, a brief history of the events which have 
occurred relating to that country, will fully vin- 
dicate the statement contained in the President’s 
message, and I hope the Senate will pardon me 
if I pass that subject shortly in review. When 
the old English buccaneers first began to inter- 
rupt the Spanish possessions in the Isthmus, 
Great Britain had no title, or pretensivn of title 
there. Her first claim to a mere tenancy at 
the Balize, under Spain, was founded on the pos- 
session of these buccaneers. Their usurpations 
of territory without the shadow of title led to 
the treaty of Paris of 1763, in which she agreed 
to demolish all the fortifications they had erected 
in every part of the country on condition that 
they should be allowed to cut logwood. She af- 
terwards violated that treaty, and went into a war 
with Spain, and, in her declaration of that war 
in 1780, assigned this grievance as a ground of 
the war. The result was, that in 1783, after she 
had vainly attempted to retain her podsession 
there, she made another treaty with Spain, by 
which she agreed again to leave the whole coun- 
try, and to abandon the entire Isthmus, except 
the little territory of Balize, where she was only 
to have the right to cut dye-wood and mahogany. 
She did not then undertake toclaimany dominion 
at the Balize, or in any portion of the Isthmus, 
The words used in the treaty were, thatall the 
English on the Spanish continent should retire 


within the district of Balize. 


In the publication which has been made within 
the last three years by one of the British Pre- 
miers himself, Lerd John Russell, of the corre- 
spondence of Charles James Fox, the Minister in 
1783, it appears that, at the very time when the 
British Cabinet made that treaty agreeing to leave 
Central America, and in express terms to retire 
from ‘‘ continent Espagnol,”’ (the Spanish con- 


| tinent,) the Prime Minister wrote to the King, 
| that the Cabinet had resolved to sign the treaty, 


reserving to themselves the intention afterwards to 
violate it. Mr. Fox and all the Cabinet, except 
Lord Stormont, made it such a mental reservation, 
that the words * continent Espagnol,’ or Spanish 





108 


continent, might be understood to mean some- 
thing different from what everybody else under- 
stood them at that time to mean, as embracing 
the whole of the Isthmus. Here is, in fact, an 
expressacknowledgment, published about seventy 
years after the treaty, of an intention to defraud, 
in making it, in reference to this very Isthmus, 
if, as Mr. Fox writes, it should hereafter be 
deemed expedient to do so from prudential con- 
siderations. In another letter, written by Mr. 
Fox to the Duke of Manchester, a few days after 
this, this article of the treaty is called the cursed 
sixth Spanish article, and soon after this the 
Government took the ground that *‘ Spanish con- 
tinent’’ did not mean ‘‘ American continent;’’ 


and so they resolved to violate the treaty and re- | 


tain possession, as they now propose to do in 
defiance of the treaty of 1850 with us. Then, 
sir, what followed? th a short time the Spaniards 
were told that the words ‘‘ continent Espagnol’’ did 
not mean Spanish continent in America, as they 
had understood it, and Great Britain still held 
the keys of commerce in Central America and 
the whole country she occupied during the treaty. 
Then necessarily ensued another quarrel! with 
Spain on account of it. She was driven into 
another treaty, the treaty of 1786, by which she 
agreed, in the strongest language that man could 
devise, to evacuate the country. There is rather 
a remarkable article in that treaty, in which the 
arties promise to observe it ‘sincerely and 
Sindh fide.”” So his Britannic Majesty was made 
to declare that this time he actually meant to 
keep his word! 

What followed that? They then abandoned 
all their fortifications, withdrew their forces from 
the Isthmus, and called away their colonists. The 
Ministry were immediately afterwards attacked 
in the House of Lords by Lord Rawdon and 
others, enemies to the then existing administration 
in Great Britain, who brought in a resolution for 
a vote of censure because the administration had 
by this treaty given up the then Mosquito coast. 
By a vote of three to one, the Ministry were sus- 
tained. It will be not less instructive and amus- 
ing, to read from the ** Parliamentary Register” 
of that day the speech of Lord Chancellor Thur- 
low, delivered in vindication of the Ministry, in 
which he demonstrated, by recurring to the whole 
history of the past, that Great Britain never had 
a particle of title or interest in any portion of the 
Mosquito coast. How was it inthe other House— 
the House of Commons? Mr. Pitt shortly after- 
wards introduced into that House a bill to in- 
demnify the British settlers who were driven out 
of the M 
the House of Commons passed that bill, thus 
saying those who by the seductions of the Brit- 


ish Ministry had been lured into that country in | 


violation of the treaties of 1763 and of 1783. 
After all this, would any man suppose that the 
Government of Great Britain sidan again have 
set up a title tothiscountry? Shedidso. When 
and under what circumstances? As I have said, 
within six days of the date of the treaty of Gau- 
dalupe Hidalgo, acquiring California and New 
Mexico, the British Government sent an armed 


expedition to that country, and took possession || 
of it agajn; and has now the face to declare, in | 


a public dispatch, that she had had the undis- 


turbed possession of the Mosquito coast for two | 
hundred years. Ifarroganceand bold and reckless | 
assertion could carry it, we could make no success- 


ful controversy with them. Butis it not astonish- 
ing that a nation which challenges the respect of 


the civilized world, should suffer a Ministry to | 
exist there, claiming that they have held the un- || 
disturbed possession of that region of country || 


for two hundred years, in the face of the facts 
which Ihave now stated to the Senate, and which 
no man can with truth contradict? 

This possession disturbed us. Why? What 
interests had we in it? you may inquire. Sir, 
the route through the (otthotinn is palpably the 
main route from the whole of our Atlantic coast 
to our Territories on the Pacifie. We have talked 
about a railroad to the Pacific, but we have not 
raade it yet, and God only knows when it will 
be made. 
the time of the ingathering of the Jews; but 
when it ae be made, ” will not supersede the 
nee. a passage through the Isthmus for 
us. Smee ge through there, or we may have 
.© give up ia and the rest of our Pacific 


= 


osquito coast, by the treaty of 1786, and | 


|| dominion they had before. 


of Great Britain, should have consented to permit 
any think it will be finished about | 


| 

| possessions, at some future day, to form for them- 
selves a separate Republic on the other side of 
the Rocky Mountains. No men understand it 

| better than the British Ministry. 

| Mr. President, I do not wish to prolong these 
remarks unnecessarily, nor shall I go into a 

| thorough discussion of this subject at this time. 


| Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 


|| allow me to ask him a question ?. . 
} Mr. CLAYTON. With pleasure. 
| _Mr. SEWARD. 


| sion. The honorable Senator from Delaware was 
| Seeretary of State during the negotiation of the 
| treaty in regard to Central America. I observe 


| tion not to colonize or to occupy was prospective 
only, and not present and actual. 


member of the Senate when that treaty was rati- 
fied, and when Idefended it. I do not know that 
there will be a better time or place, or a higher 


authority, upon which to obtain the view which | 


was taken by the Executive Department of the 
United States in the negotiation of that treaty, 


than to ask the honorable Senator, if he feels at | 


liberty to state, what was the view which was 


tive of the United States in making it? 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
able Senator has called my attention to that sub- 
ject; | might have omitted to consider it if he had 
not mentioned it. 


ject. It is something of which we have not heard 
before. 
by the British Cabinet, for which they are cer- 
tainly entitled to all the merit of originality and 
| novelty. Prospective in its mete, 


| dreamed of such a thing. Merely prospective! 


> 


| with Great Britain to allow her to remain in pos- | 
| session of the whole of this Isthmus, and to pro- | 
hibit my own countrymen from taking posses- | 


| sion of it, leaving her there undisturbed?) What 
| could we gain by it? 
| there have been on our part to enter into such a 

treaty? What motive could an American states- 
' man have in making such a treaty? What mo- 


tive could any American Senator have had in voting | 


for the ratification of such an instrument? Is it 


possible that any man on earth can have his un- || 
derstanding so perverted as to believe forasingle | 


moment that that view was in the contemplation 
| of the negotiators? 
treaty ? Both parties agreed that neither of them 
would occupy, colonize, fortify 
Mr. CASS. Or exercise dominion over. 
| Mr. CLAYTON. Yes, sir; or assume or ex- 
| ercise dominion over any part of Central America. 


'| Let us look at that language? Whatis the mean- 
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ing of the word “occupy?” That is the first 


|| word. ‘* Oceupy,”’ according to every dictionary 


you can lay your hands on, means, first, to take 
possession; second, to keep possession. He is 
said to occupy who either takes possession ori- 
ginally, or retains possession which he formerly 
took. They agreed by this treaty to do neither. 
They agreed that they would not occupy, and 
they agreed, further, that they would not exercise 
| dominion there. Now they say that isa stipula- 
tion which was to be prospective in its operation. 
Well, sir, suppose we consider it prospective, 
how is it then? They were not to exercise do- 
minion thereafter, but they were to exercise the 
How cau that be? 
| The language of the treaty was, that they should 
| thereafter exercise no dominion, and, no matter 
| what dominion they might have had before, they 
were compelled, by the plain terms of the treaty, 
to abandon it. 

Sir, it is wonderful that a nation so enlightened 
and of such standing in the world as the people 


any ministry to stand ina controversy upon such 
ports as these. I do not believe the British 

‘ople understand their position. I know that 
Ford Palmerston has heretofore carried a 
there witha high hand; but I think that, when the 
British ro e do understand that they are to be 
degraded and disgraced by such miserable quib- 





| they will not suffer such miserable speci 


I am aware that this subject | 
must excite a very deep interest and apprehen- | 


That strikes || 
| me as being a new suggestion, a new idea, en- | 
tirely different from that which Tentertained asa | 


I am glad that the honor- | 
It is true, as the honorable || 
Senator says, that this is a new view of the sub- || 


It is a construction put upon the treaty || 


I never || 


What inducement could || 
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bling and equivocating as this, they will dition 
> ’ wilt : 
backs on Lord Palmerstén and his Cabine om 
any other set of men that have such an estimat 
of what is due to British honor. I donot bein 
Englishmen have sunk so low. Depend upon it 
sir, there is some misunderstanding among Rye. 
lishmen on this subject. Itisimpossible that tie 
people of England can comprehend it. If the do, 
al ; 
ing to dishonor them, and force us at last dines 
open war with them. 
The President of the United States, in » 
|| judgment, has very wisely resolved to stand } 
|| the treaty. Independently of the message, y;, 


|| know from some recent oceurrences, which hays 
that the British Government is now stated by the || 
| President to assume the ground, that the stipula- | 


taken place within a few days, that the Exec. 
| tive has strictly enforced the treaty, and hag pre. 
vented American colonization in Central America. 
and has avowed the object of stopping a ship jy, 
the harbor of New York to be to maintain the 
treaty. Sir, Great Britain having denied tho 


|| plain meaning of the treaty, as she has done, we 
|, should be perfectly justified in breaking up the 


| treaty on our part, if that would place us in any 
better condition. Now, I ask the attention of 


|| the Senate, for but a few moments, to consider 


that point. We have the right, in foro conscientic, 
to annul the treaty, and we should be justified 


\ || before the civilized world for annulling it, if it he 
taken of that article of the treaty by the Execu- | 


our interest to do so. We have not been charged 
| by Great Britain with attempting to violate jt 
| heretofore; and, as an American citizen, I thank 
|| God that we have maintained such a ground that 
| we cannot be charged with want of faith in this 
matter at any period. But is it to be endured 
that we shall abandon the treaty, if our position 
| is made worse by abandoning it? Suppose we 
do abandon and annul it, where shall we - then? 


|| ‘The British say they are in possession, and have 


kept possession, through the Mosquito king; but 
if they are not now, they woul a 


j | then take possession and keep it. Can we to 
| Does any man suppose that I, in the possession || 
_of my senses, could have entered into a treaty | 


erate that? American Senators, I ask, would 
you tolerate it? In such a contingency they would 
control every passage through the Isthmus, in 
the event of a future rupture between this country 
and Great Britain. Tee. sir, they would be at 
_hand, with their colonists, and seize any and 
every canal or railroad between ‘Tehuantepec and 


|; Panama. 


The question forces itself upon us, if we 
break up the treaty now, what will be our posi- 
tion? We shall have given up the whole con- 
troversy, or we must assert that ancient doctrine 
which my ancient friend from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] and others here have been desirous very 


‘| often to assert, called the ** Monroe doctrine.” 
What is the laneuage of the || 


In reference to this particular territory, 1 would 
| not hesitate at all as one Senator to assert the 
| Monroe doctrine, and maintain it by my votes; 
| but do I expect to be sustained in that, or does 
any other man here, expect to be sustained in 
such a vote by both branches of Congress. 








Whenever the attempt has been made to assert 
| the Monroe doctrine in either branch of Congress 
ithas failed. The present Democratic party came 
into power after the debate on the Panama mis- 
sion, on the utter abnegation of the whole doe- 
trine, and stood upon Washington’s doctrine of 
non-intervention. It isa principle which, whether 
it be right or wrong—and I am not standing here 
to-day to discuss its propriety—you cannot pre- 
vail on a majority, and I will venture to say you 
cannot prevail on one third of either House of 
Congress to sustain, Well, sir, if we cannot 
sustain that, let us stand by the treaty, The 
reason for which I was particularly anxious to 
make the treaty was, because I was conscious of 
the fact, that Congress would not assert the 
Monroe doctrine, and that we must either give 
up the country to the British, or obtain a treaty 
binding Great Britain to abandon it. We have 
the treaty. I say again, that I think the Presi- 
dent has rightly decided to stand. upon it, and 
to demand from Great Britain compliance with 
it, and, if it became necessary in the last resort, 
- compel her ie submit to it. ron eeeg choot 

rom made to any occupation of any par 
of Gente Lesnaete r . 

Mr. President, before I have done, let me s4y 
very briefly that I am anxious that the attention 
of Senators and of our countrymen now should 
be directed to another point, in order that they 
may rightly decide upon the merits of this cou- 
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trovers} 
tainly not Jater than February 
Tanuary—1802, Lord John Russell, thenacting as | 
pritish Secretary of Foreign Affairs, wrote a letter | 
re Mr. Crampton, to be laid before the American | 


Government, in which he virtually acknowledged 
the American construction of the treaty, and de- | 
clared that the whole Mosquito Protectorate, 
which we are now told Great Britain intends to 
maintain at all hazards, was a sheer fiction. Take 
that letter of Lord John Russell, and place it by 
the side of the letter of Lord Clarendon, subse- 
yently written; let thé American poops have the 


two letters side by side—one of the 


ritish Sec- | 


retary of Foreign Affairs in January, 1852, and | 


ee in April, 1852—and they will find them 


as strongly antagonizing as the recent dispatches 
of Lord Clarendon and Mr. Buchanan, on your 
able. 

ree, I have detained i too long. My object 
in rising was to draw the attenuon of the Senate 
and the country particularly to this topic, which 
the President himself has made the most prom- 
inent in his message. I will not detain the Senate 
longer. I now offer the usual resolution for the 
printing of eres’: 


Ordered, ThatThe usual number of the message and doc- 


uments, and fifteen thousand copies of the message and \| 


accompanyiig documents in addition to the usual number, 
be printed for the use of the Senate by the ‘printer tor the 
last Congress. 


ner of the British Secretary of Foreign | 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I rise principally | 


to express my entire concurrence with what has | 


failen from the honorable Senator from Delaware, 
and my gratification at the course and views re- 
commended by the President of the United States 
in the message which we have just heard read, on 
the subject of the Central American difficulty. I 
think the time has come to assert the honor and 


interests of the United States, and I agree fully | 
with the views which have been presented by the | 
honorable Senator from Delaware on that point. 


Sir, in the whole history of diplomaey—of the 
most tortuous diplomacy—there is no chapter like 


that which recounts the conduct of Great Britain | 


with respect to this identical treaty. There is 
none in which an interpretation so palpably con- 
trary to the plain meaning of the 
employed was ever so pertinaciously urged b 


hraseology | 


one nation to get rid of its engagements with | 


another. I must confess, however, that this state 


of things is what I had foreseen; and, if the Senate 
will pardon me for doing so, I will read twenty | 
lines of what I said on the same subject in this | 


body two years ago. 


In alluding to the proposi- | 


tion which, it was then suggested, had come from | 
the British Ministry to make a new treaty, I said: | 

“Nor do I see, in any view, what we should gain by a | 
new treaty. The first one is well enough, if carried out in | 
its true spirit; and another would be no better, if exposed | 


to the same process of construction, or rather misconstruc- 


tion. What Lord Clarendon expects from a new treaty, | 


or what either party is to demand or concede, I am ata 
loss to conjecture. What we want, and all we want, 1s, 
that the Central American States should be Iet alone to 
manage their own affairs, in their own way, leaving to the 
civilized governments, within whose territories they live, 


to reguiate the Mosquito Indians as they think proper, | 
agreeably toa principle everywhere recognized and adopted | 


since the discovery of the continent. 
cisely what the Clayton-Bulwer treaty would effect, if thirly 


And ai this is pre- | 


interpretated and fairly executed; and an honest compli- | 


ance with its stipulations presents in my opinion the only 
‘scheme of adjustment’ (in which we can have an agency) 
by which the affairs of ‘Central America—Mosquito in- 
cluded—can be satisfactorily and permanently settled.’ 
And I think we owe it to our honor and position in the 
World to say so to England, in firm but temperate language ; 
and, having said so, to act accordingly, be the consequences 
What they may. 

“ [ am aware, Mr. President, that such language, just in 
itself, may expose me to captious’ remarks. I shall be ac- 
cused, as I have been before, of a desire to promote war, 
while | only desire to maintain the name and fame of my 
country above suspicion and above reproach. I have little 
feelipg in common with that morbid patriotism whieh is too 
ae to pectic injuries in the _— Soe hehy = 

, avenge them.’’—.4dppendiz to Congressi 
Thirty-Third Cong., lst Sess., p. 70. ; 

I congratulate myself and the country, Mr. 

‘esident, on the accession we have this day re- 
celved—the able and powerful accession we have 
received in the person of the Senator from Dela- 
phe the Monroe doctrine. I shalt look 
orward to his hearty and zealous coéperation, 
Tin we and hoping from it the best results. 
oe honorable Senator says now, he has said so 
ore and said truly, that whenever the 

onroe doctrine has urged, either one House 
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ray with Great Britain, In January—cer- | 
» but T think in || not stand up to it. That 1s true, 
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of Congress or the other, or both Houses, did | 
T said so be- | 
fore, in answer to the honorable Senator from | 
Illinois, [Mr. poseeas) who is not nowhere. I | 
stated then what the difficulty had been. The | 
doctrine was first proclaimed by President Mon- 
roe. Our President, not having the power of 
European executives, could only lay down a 
doctrine, but it could not derive force except from 
the action of Congress, and Congress never acted 
on the subject. [hope this controversy will give 
us the occasion of laying down the doctrine in 
such a way as to produce effect in Europe, and 
that we shall adhere to it, come what may. 

As. the honorable Senator has observed, across 
the isthmus in dispute is the great highway of 
nations by land or by water. The honorable 
Senator’s investigations of the subject have led 
him to the same conclusion to which I have 
arrived—that the spirit of aggrandizement in Eng- 
land with respect to this section of the world 
never displayed itself fully until we got posses- 
sion of California. Her interference in Ceutral 
America was baffled from the time of the Spaniards 
for one hundred and fifty years. She at first 
obtained a feeble foothold there. The Spaniards 
claimed that the country was theirs. Great 
3ritain confessed it; but she still held on, under 
the claim of protecting Indian after Indian, in 
order to obtain possession of the country; but 
never realized the importance of it, and never | 
determined on that spirit of aggression which 
she now feels, until she saw that the great pro- 
ducts of the world were to pass across that isth- 
mus, and then she sought to get possession of it. 
It is this which stimulates her exertions now, 
and directs the course of her policy, and will 
continue to do so. 

A word now in regard to the provisions of the 
treaty. The honorable Senator from Delaware 
has very correctly observed that the most deci- 
sive objection to the present interpretation of 
England is that she never thought of it before. 
From the beginning of the treaty, and from the 
beginning of our disputes with her in regard 
to it, down to this very day, I never heard, until 
the reading of the message apprised me of the 
fact, that such a ground was taken, and it 
never was taken until all other grounds had 
failed. It cannot be maintained for a moment. 
No honest man can maintain it. The stipulation 
of the treaty was expressly that neither the Gov- 
ernment of the United States nor of Great Britain 
should ever ** occupy, or fartify, or colonize, or 
assume, or exercise any dominion over Nica- 
ragua, Costa Rica, the Mosquito coast, or any 
part of Central America.’’ Now, I wish to know 
where is the provision there that this stipulation 
should simply have an effect in futuro, and not 
upon the then existing state of things? She was 
never to have dominion there; she was never to 
exercise dominion there under any possible cir- 
cumstance, and if she had dominion there then, 
it was her duty to relinquish it. 

i 


I know a title is set up to a protectorate over 
the Mosquito Indians. ‘That is anold story. My 
honorable friend from Kentucky [Mr, Crrrren- | 
DEN] knows as well as I do the meaning of such | 


a pretense in regard to the Indians. This pre- || 
tended British philanthropy and charity for the || 


Indians is to enable her to use the Indians. From | 
the time when Lord Chatham made that impas- | 
sioned apostrophe in the House of Peers, on the | 
subject of the employment of Indians in civilized | 
warfare, England has pursued the practice; and 
that is the purpose for which she wants the Mos- | 
uito Indians. The true policy for her, if she 
esired to fulfill the treaty, would be to let the 
Mosquito Indians alone; leave them, according 
to the recognized principle of the world, subject | 
to the government of the Christian States within | 
whose dominions they live. ‘That would be her 
proper course. But does any man within De 


sound of my voice pretend or contend that Eng- 

land would not be the first to use these Indians 

to maintain her own supremacy? Suppose we | 
should claim the right of going ito Canada and | 
protecting the Canadian Indians, what would be | 
said? hy, sir, from Calcutta to London, the | 
whole world would resound with the impudence 

of Brother Jonathan; and yet reverse the case, 

and apply it to the poor Governments of Cen- 

tral America, and the whole principle becomes 

changed! . 
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The honorable Senator from Delaware ex- 
pres some surprise at the course of England. 

wonder that he could do so; I wonder that he 
expressed any surprise, after the fact he alluded 
to. Why, sir, there is scarcely in the history of 
the world a more singular fact than the one ad- 
verted to; and in order to bring to the view of the 
Senate at this time the course of England on a 
portion of this very subject, when the disputed 
country was connected with Spain, I shall occupy 
the Senate for a moment in reading what I said 
upon it two yearsago. The incident is a very 
extraordinary one. The Senator from Delaware 
stated the same fact when this subject was agi- 
tated by him then, and I made this remark upon 
il: 

“* The Senator from Delaware, in his remarks the other 
day, referred to a singular incident in relation to the treaty 
of 1783, which has been brought to light by the recent 
publication of the life of Fox, by Lord John Russell ; and 
as it is rather 2 marked feature in this history of eneroach- 
ments, I beg leave again to introduce it, with a more par- 
ticular reference to the documents. The sixth article of 
that treaty deseribed the country to be abandoned as the 
Spanish contivent— continent Espagnol,’ and the Eing- 
lish Cabinet seems to have bad great reluctance t give up 


| the Mo-quito coast, as they were evidently required to do 


by that provision. Alter much delay, an expedient was 
suggested to remove the difficulty, which, if not rare in 
diplomatic proceedings, is rarely revealed so suthorite- 
tively to the world. This treaty was one of the definitive 
treaties growing out of the acknowledgment of our inde- 
pendence ; and the condition of England required the im- 
mediate adjustment of all the questions conneeted with 
that great event, including peace with France, Spain, and 
Holland. Mr. Fox, in a note to the King, dated July 18, 
1783, undertook to reconcile him to the measure, by shovw- 
ing how the fair consequences of the engagement might be 
avoided.’’ 

He did not deny that the King was right in 
his construction; he was only holding out to the 
King the means by which the Spaniard might be 

| cheated and the treaty signed at the same time. 
| ‘&* There has been,’ said Mr. Pox, ‘a great deal of dis- 
cussion upon this matter; but it appearing to be still in our 
power to put eur own interpretation upon the words con- 
tinent Espagnol, and to determine upon prudential con- 
siderations [not by honest construction] whether the 
Mosquito shore comes under that description or not,’ 
| therefore, as immediate action was very desirable, the Cab- 
| inet recommended the signature of the treaty, leaving this 
article untouched, and had instrueted Mr. Fox to ask the 
| King’s consent. ‘To this application the King answered, 
that ‘it was a very untoward circumstance, that a defini- 
| tive treaty cannot be signed without leaving clear ground 
for fresh dispute; but I do not mean by this reflection to 
obiect to the opinion of the Cabinet, that the Spanish 
| treaty should not, on account of the sixth article, be de- 
| layed.” Whether the King’s remark was the result of pra- 
| dential considerations, or of eonseientious scruples, we 
| have not the means of knowing. Whatever they were, 
| they interposed no obstaclo to his acquiescence,”’ 
| Now, I must express my surprise that an ex- 
perienced statesman like the Senator from Dela- 
| ware, after reading that fact connected with the 
| diplomatic history of England in relation to this 
| very case, should intimate any wonder at the 
| course she is now pursuing in regard to us. 
| Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, although I 
| am afflicted with a sore throat, and am laboring 
under a severe hoarseness, I should be doing in- 
| justice to my own feelings if I were to abstain 
| from expressing the pleasure which I have de- 
| rived from listening to the message which has just 
| = ae >  % 
| been read. Whatever difference of opinion may 
| exist among us as to the manner in which the 
| executive patronage has been dispensed,shere are 
none of us, I believe, on this side of the Chamber, 
who question the soundness of the prineiples by 
which this Administration has been governed. 

The view which is presented in the message 
of our foreign affairs is, in my judgment, just 
such as we had a right to expect from an Amer- 
ican President, whose energies have -been con- 
stantly directed to the maintenance of the national 
honor. There is no bravado, no blustering to 
stir up the spirit of strife and to excite the angry 
passions of that portion of our people who do not 
properly cperewsie the blessings of peace, nor 
count the full cost of involving their country ina 
foreign war. Its bold, frank, firm, and yet con- 
ciliatory tone will, in my judgment, command 
the respect of every portion of the American 
people. 

Sir, I sincerely hope that the President may 
be right in expressing the opinion that all the 
questions now in pry aoe | between our Gov- 
ernment and that of Great Britain can be peace- 
ably and honorably adjusted; and yet it does 
seem to me, that there is so wide a difference of 
opinion between us, as to the proper construction 

. . _ 
to be given to the treaty in regard to Ceniral 
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America, that this cannot be accomplished unless 
either the one party or the other abandons the 
position which has been assumed. The tone and 
temper of the message, however, as well as the | 
past history of our Chief Magistrate, give me | 
the most satisfactory assurances that, whilst he 
desires to preserve peace with all nations, and 
yarticularly with Great Britain, to whom we are 
Pound by ties of interest, of language, and of 
kindred, he will yet not fail to vindicate our 
rights and maintain the nagional honor untar- | 


TH 


} 


nished, at all hatards. We cannot, sir,abandon the || 


position which we have assumed in regard to 

Central America. We cannot suffer that portion 

of this continent to be controlled by any Euro- | 
pean Power. While we have studiously avoided 
intermeddling with those questions which have | 
unfortunately convulsed the Old World, we will 
not suffer any European State to direct the des- 
tinies of the New. And here let me say, that if 
the time shall ever come when we are unfortu- 
nately involved in a war with England, she will 
learn that the reliance which she now places on 
our dissensions and divisions is deceptive and illu- 
sive. She counted largely on our divisions in the | 
war of 1812. Let her not be mistaken again. | 
Quarrel and wrangle as we may upon the domes- | 
tic questions of the day, whenever the national 

honor is at stake, whenever there is a foreign foe | 


in the field, we present an undivided front. 
Now, sir, in regard to domestic questions, those | 
which affect the internal peace and tranquillity of | 
the country, the President has spoken with the | 
manliness and independence of an American 
statesman. I am glad he has thus spoken; for | 


no one can shut his eyes to the fact, that there are || 


now secticnal questions growing out of a differ- | 
ence of local institutions and local laws, in the 
respective States, which threaten the perpetuity 
of the Union. The true history of that sectional 
contest, the inevitable effect of refusing to our 
southern friends full security for their property, | 
and a just and equal participation in the blessings 
of our Federal Consutution, are forcibly and elo- 
quently portrayed. They will challenge the ad- 
miration of every friend of constitutional liberty. 
In my judgment the question of slavery is there 


placed upon its true basis; and if the political || ate of the United States to know how far one so 


party with whom I am associated cannot main- | 
tain their ascendency upon those principles, I 

should not regret their expulsion from power. I 

desire, then, to see the American Democracy | 
plant themselves on that constitutional platform, | 
and, come weal, or come woe, steadily and firmly 
maintain it If we cannot put down the spirit 
of wild fanaticism that now pervades a section 
of this country; if geographical lines are to be 
drawn; if sectional parties are to be organized; | 
and if we have not the power to strike down the | 
arm of the traitor that is now raised to apply the | 
torch to the temple of liberty, we shall at Ions 

have the proud consolation of knowing that we | 


have fallen in an effort to maintain the Constitu- || 


tion of our fathers unimpaired—in an effort to | 

give to every section of the Union the full and 

undisturbed enjoyment of its constitutional rights. | 
The President’s message, I doubt not, will be | 


denounced by misguided ees by wild }| 


fanatics #by infuriated politicians, who live on the 


popular excitement of the day, and who trifle and || 


tamper with the blessings of liberty; but it will 
meet with a cordial response in the heart of every 
true American. It will be read throughout the | 
length and breadth of this land, and I trust that | 
its sound doctrines will sink deep into the hearts | 
of our pedple. I hope it will have a salutary | 
influence in dispelling the clouds that are now 
gathering over us, and in breaking down the bar- 
riers which fanaticism is attempting to erect be- 
tween the North and the South. I hope it will 
encourage that spirit of fraternal feeling which 
ought to exist amongst members of the same fam- 
ily, and that we may all regard the injunction of 
the Father of his Country, to avoid the organiza- 
tion of geographical parties, as binding as though 
we had assumed it in the form of an oath admin- 
istered before the Supreme Ruler of the world. 
I have said before, jal I repeat it, that lam ready 
to unite with all trae Americans, no matter what 
their political antecedents may have been, in an 
effort to put down forever the infernal factions 
which are now seeking to draw geographical 
lines, and sectional parties. 

Mr. t, I do not desire to trespass on 


ee 


I 


/in your legislation or not, I undertake to say, 


its ultimate accomplishment. My constituents 


| is administered upon just and constitutional prin- 











‘| [Mr. Cass,] the honorable Senator from Texas, 
| [Mr. Rusk,] and others, will, I think, recollect 


| colonization, and dominion. The suggestion was 


j 





Sa 


| the Clayton and Bulwer treaty was made, and 


the attention of the Senate at this time. There 
are some points that were made by the distin- 
guished Senator from Delaware, in regard to 
which, at some other time, I shall ask the indul- 
gence of the Senate to be heard atlength. 1 refer 
especially to those questions which affect that | 
portion of the Union from whence I come, and 
particularly to that point to which the Senator 
alluded when he said that he believed the object 
of Great Britain was to separate our people on 
the Pacific from our brethren on the Atlantic. 
Whether the ** Monroe doctrine ”’ be carried out 


j 


that the American people will never suffer Great 
3ritain to control the destinies of Central America. 
Our destiny is to cover this continent, andakhough 
the intrigues of foreign Governments and the ac- 
tion of our own may impede, they cannot prevent 


have no disposition to separate from the Union. 
We willstand by you as long as this Government 


ciples. But if the time should come when do- 
mestic questions render it impossible for you on 
this side of the continent to live peaceably and 





|| quietly together, we of the Pacific will endeavor 
|| to form a Republic of our own which shall se- 
| cure to us and our descendants the blessings of 
| liberty. 


But, sir, I will not trespass further on the at- 
tention of the Senate. 


Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, the President || 


of the United States has called the attention of 
the Senate and of Congress to an interesting ques- 
tion in our foreign relations. I agree with the 
Senator who last addressed the Senate, [Mr. 
We ter,] that this is an occasion upon which } 
the voice of difference ought not to be heard, un- 
less for very grave reasons, either in the Senate, 
or in the other House of Congress, or in the coun- 


try. I shall therefore show my appreciation of || 


the importance of this question, and of the im- 

portance of having a harmonious and a united | 
action of the American people in support of their 
rights, by a waiving of all notice of any other 
topies discussed in the message, and saying what 
seems to be necessary in order to enable the Sen- 


humble as myself, who was here at the time when 


was concerned in it, is prepared to stand by the 
Government of the United States in the position 
which it now takes. 

Sir, the honorable Senator from Michigan, 


that, when that treaty was under discussion in 
the Senate, there was a criticism made upon the 
language of the treaty, in regard to occupation, | 


barely made, that there might be an equivoke in 
that treaty; and the moment that it was made | 
remember the article was read, and every honor- 
able member of the Senate agreed that it was im- 
possible that a doubt could ever be raised on that 
question. 

Sir, lam prepared to stand by the Clayton- 
Bulwer treaty, and insist upon its enforcement, 
if that will do. I give the honorable Senators 
constituting the Committee on Foreign Relations | 
and the President notice that I am ready to go 
further, if need be, but not any fur:her, unless 
need be; that is to say, if we cannot stand and | 
hold the British Government to this treaty, I am | 





_ ready then for the assertion and the maintenance | 


of the Monroe doctrine. Those two distinguished | 


| and venerable Senators [Messrs. Cass and CLay- | 
| ron] will allow me to say to them—and I say it | 


with great deference and great respect—that I | 
think they have both done injustice to the Congress 
of the United States in regard to the position of | 
Congress on the Monroe doctrine. It is true that 
each House of Congress has declined to assert it; 
but the honorable Senators must do each House 
of Congress the justice to acknowledge, that the 
reason why each House did decline to assert that 
doctrine was, that it was proposed, as many. mem- 
bers thought, as an abstraction, unnecessary— 
not called for at the time. For instance, though 
I have always been in favor of asserting and 
maintaining the Monroe doctrine, I believe that, 
when the question was last up, I rather codperated 
with those who said that the Clayton-Bulwer 
treaty secured all that we reqtffred at that time, | 
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| that the British Government were held by it, ay 
_that they would maintain it. I do not doubi. ¢ 
one, that the country demands and requires beens 
| I believe that either of these two great nation, 
| that shall light the flame of war will cal] eg 
| upon itself the execrations of mankind. la P 
| therefore, for maintaining peace, but at the pos 
time we must maintain the national rights the 
| continental rights of our position. I belieye the 
| Congress of the United States will be ready to 
| take either form which, on due consideration 
| shall be found to be the one most practicable ang 
| most wise. , 
| Mr.CASS. Mr. President, I extend my cop. 
'_gratulations on still another accession to the trys 
doctrine. The honorable Senator .from Ney 
| York has said that the sanction of Congress was 
not given to the assertion of the Monroe dog. 
trine in consequence of the opinion entertained 
| by many that it was an abstract pro DOSition 
| Well, sir, it was no more abstract in Come 
than in the President. The difficulty is, that jy 
the foreign affairs of our Government the Exes. 
| utive has yery modified powers compared with g 
| European Executive. The head of a European 
nation can lay down great our of action 





which will be adhered to, but ouggPresident cap. 
/not. Whenever, therefore, our President Jays 
| down great principles of action, it obviously |e. 
| comes necessary to fortify them by the concur 
/rence of the body most strictly representing the 
power of the nation. That is the point, but | am 
not going to argue it of course. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon 
agreeing to the following order vroposed by the 
| Senator from Delaware: 

Ordered, That the usual number of the message and doe. 
uments be printed, and that fifteen thousand copies of the 
message and accompanying documents, in addition to the 


| usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate by the 
| printer of the Senate for the last Congress. 


Mr. ADAMS. Allow me to suggest that the 
| demand for the President’s message is much 
larger throughout the country than for the ae- 
| companying documents; and, if it be in order, | 
should be pleased to have adivision of the ques- 
tion, so as to adopt the resolution so far as the 
message itself is concerned, and to refer that por- 
tion of it relating to the accompanying documents 
| to the Committee on Printing. Of some of these 
documents, perhaps the necessities of the country 
will require a larger, and of some a smaller, num- 
ber. For this reason I should prefer to have the 
vote taken, first on printing the proposed number 
of the President’s message—a number that is 
certainly not too large as to the message, butit 
| may be too large as to the accompanying doc- 
uments. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Any amendment of that 
sort can hereafter be made. We had better pass 
the resolution as it is, and the question of printing 
any additional number can hereafter go to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope the suggestion of the 
| Senator from Mississippi will be acquiesced in. 
We cannot have the message with these accon- 
panying documents printed for months. Some 
of them are wholly unnecessary to be printed 
extensively. I think we had better refer the mat- 
ter to the committee to see how many of these 
documents should be printed. In regard to the 
message itself, I am willing to print any num- 
ber required. I am willing to go to the extent 
of fifty thousand copies if Senators wish it, heart- 
ily concurring, as | do, in the message, both os 
to foreign and domestic policy. I think, how- 
ever, that fifteen thqusand would be a very un- 
necessary number of many of the documents, 
and to order the printing of so many will delay 
us in the use of. the copies of the message. 
hope the Senator from Delaware will modiff his 
resolutions, by striking out all in mere to the 
accompanying documents, and then let us refer 
the question of their printing to the commitiee. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. ith the understand- 
ing that they shall be printed hereafter. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Of course. : 

Mr. CLAYTON. I accept the modification; 
but I am anxious to have these documents printed, 
and I wish to state what theyare. They contain, 
among other things, the correspondence betwee! 
Mr. and Lord Clarendon in reference 
to this question, which threatens to disturb the 
peace of the two countries. I have not read that 

















ber 3), 


d by it, 


t doubt, for 


ulres Peace 
reat n 


alio 
1 cal] dow, 

ind. Ja 
at the Same 
rights, the 
belieye the 
de ready tg 

sideration 
sticable ang 


nd my con. 
to the true 
from New 
NSTeSS Was 
fonroe doe. 
entertained 
roposition, 
7 Congress 
18, that ip 
the Exe. 
red with 

Suropean 
3 Of action 
sident can. 
ident lays 
10usly be. 
1e concur 
senting the 
t, but I am 


| 18 upon 


ed by the 


age and doe. 
"Opies Of the 
dition to the 
enate by the 


t that the 

is much 
or the ac- 
in order, | 
‘the ques- 
far as the 
r that por- 
locuments 
1¢ of these 
e country 
ller, num- 
0 have the 
1d number 
or that is 
ize, but it 
ying doc 


nt of that 
etter pass 
f printing 
70 to the 


on of the 
lesced in. 
e accom: 
3. Some 
> printed 
‘the mat- 
of these 
rd to the 
ny num- 
ie extent 
it, heart- 
, both as 
ik, how- 
very un- 
‘uments, 
ill delay 
sage. 
dif? his 
d to the 
us refer 
mittee. 
erstand- 


fication; 
printed, 
contain, 
betweell 
eference 
urb the 
ead that 


1855. 


- —— 


correspondence ; but I think that, when those 
japers are read, the cause of the American Gov- 
ernment will stand out so brightly and clearly | 
that there will not be a single murmur among our 
opie. Lam anxious, therefore, that these doc- 
nents should be printed and extensively circu- 
pe More, sir: a controversy has been goin 


ated. 
= for two years, between Mr. Buchanan an 








Lord Clarendon, on this subject, in which on || 


porh sides the whole subject is exhausted, Every | 
effort has been made by the British Government, | 
and they have been met, as I think, fully by our 
Minister. I desirethe world to see the arguments 
on both sides, and then I wish to know where 
the man is to be found, under the canopy of 
heaven, Who 1s not an Englishman, or interested 
in the question, who will decide the matter against | 
us. Ido not wish to delay the passage of the 
resolution. I concede the propriety of printing | 
the message. early. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
ing as many copies of the message as are wanted, | 
and also the documents In regard to the treaty. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I submit the motion the | 
gentleman suggests. Let us say ten thousand 
copies of the documents, that is, the correspond - 
ence with the British Minister. 

Mr. CASS. Let me suggest that the message 
itself will appear in every paper in the Union; | 
but the documents cannot be got by the public 
unless they are specially printed here. ‘They are 
too voluminous to be printed by the newspapers 
over the country. I wish to suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator ‘from Georgia, that whether you 
order ten thousand or fifleen thousand copies of 
the message will not procrastinate the commence- 
ment of the delivery ? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I did not say that. 

Mr. CASS. For that reason, I think we had 
better let the resolution pass in the shape in which | 
it is presented. ; 

Mr. STUART. I wish to call the attention of | 
the Senate to a fact connected with this business, | 
and I do not know that I desire to make any 
suggestion about it. We have no public printer, 
no printer for the Senate under the law; we have 
no Committee on Printing; we have no Superin- 
tendentof Public Printing. Under these circum- 
stances it strikes me, that if we are to indicate, 
as the resolution does, an individual to do this | 
printing, we should prescribe something in re- 
spect to ROD! 

Mr. B 

Mr. STUART. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
The law does not cover this resolution. he law 
covers printing done by a public printer, elected 
agreeably to the law; but it does not cover the 
resolution as itstands. Witha view to this diffi- 
culty, | had myself prepared a resolution which | 
simply directed the Secretary of the Senate to 
contract for the printing of the message and doc- 


established by existing law. 

Mr. WELLER. ‘The Senator can propose 
that amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I shall be glad to have this | 
resolution amended in Mat respect. 

Mr.CLAYTON. The sesisbetion on the table, | 
for which I ask the vote of the Senate, provides 
that a certain number of the message and doci- | 
ments shall be printed by the printer of the Sen- | 
ate for the last Congress. It designates the indi- | 
vidual who is to print for us. It seems to me | 
that is quite as good as authorizing the Secretary | 
to select a printerfor us. I am for taking the old | 
printer until another shall have been elected, and | 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


giving him the printing of this document. I see || President of the United States to deliver to the 


no reason why we should not do it. | 


Mr. STUART. That is not the point which 


Imade. I suggested that he should be restricted | ; ‘os 
in price to the terms of the existing law; but he || be read, in order that we may know what it is; | 
| and then we can determine if any action thereon | 


the resolution. 
Mr. CLAYTON. I have no objection to that. 


will not be restricted without some amendment to | 


I very Seat t a modification that the || the 


printing shall at the rates provided by the 
existing law. I modify the resolution to read: 


Ordered, That the usual number of the message and 
documents be printed, and that fifteen thousand copies of 


and accompanying doeuments in addition to | 


message 

the usual number, be printed for the use of the Senate, by 
the printer of the Senate for the last Congress, at rates not 
€xceeding those established by existing laws. 


Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend the resolution 
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I have no objection to print- || 


| purpose of the resolution. 


| 
| 


| ing these gentlemen for nothing. 
| them for waiting in expectation of employment 


|| shall be able to find a sufficient number of clerks 
|| to supply all our wants, and I think it bad policy 


ODHEAD: The law prescribes it. || 


| objected to must lie over under the rules. 


‘ 


} 


| ~ The House was called to order by the Clerk 


| 





| was agreed to. 


| War, and Navy Departments, and the Postmaster General, 


| and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
uments at prices or rates not exceeding those || reopened, and the Senate adjourned to Thursday. 











Lain 


by striking out “ fifteen thousand ”’ and inserting ‘| but that the President has a right, upon the as- 
“ten thousand” in that portion which relates to || sembling of Congress, at any time when he shull 
theaccompanying documents. Thatisthe number | think proper to do so, to send a message to the 
which we printed last year, and I have no doubt || House of Representatives, I have no doubt, for 
Senators will recollect that many of them had | the Constitution authorizes him, and requires 
documents for which they had no use in the | him, from time to time, to communicate to the 
Printing such large ve only serves |, House of Representatives, and 
to increase the expenses of the Government, and Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise toa ques- 

to trammel the mails. tion of order. The reading of the message is 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. the transaction of business, and we cannot trans- 
last year. act any business until the House is organized, 

The amendment was rejected. Mr. CLINGMAN., I do not agree with the 

The resolution as modified by Mr. Crayton | gentleman atall. Hearing the message from the 
President read is not, in itself, the transaction of 
business. We may make business afterwards 
by proceeding to take action upon it. It is our 
right to hear; but we can then act only in a cer- 
tain manner with reference to it. But I am per- 
fectly willing, as I remarked before, to determine 
the question of order, in the first instance, by 
the ae upon the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BOYCE. I hope the House will permit 
the message to be read, as the contents may con- 
stitute a reason for our organizauon. 

Mr. GIDDINGS again addressed the Clerk. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio desire to ask me a question? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. No, sir; 1 desire to obtain 
|, the floor. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN. I cannot yield the floor 

yet. I would inquire of the Clerk how he de- 

cides the question of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, (Mr. Camprett?} 

The CLERK. Will the centlerman from Ohio 
state again his point of order ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. It is, that the motion of 
the gentleman from North Carolina {[Mr. Curme- 
MAN] contemplates the transaction of business 
before this House has been organized, and be- 
fore a presiding officer is elected; and | refer the 
Clerk and the gentleman from North Carelina to 
the act of Congress of 1789. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I see nothing in that act 
to the point. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I do. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It seems to me that we 
may receive the message and hear it, and then 
determine whether we ought to act or not. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. We do noteven know, 
yet, who are members of this House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
ought pot to establish this precedent. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio insist upon his question of order? 

i} Mr. CAMPBELL. Certainly, I do. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. | Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not see much force 


; ie in the objection of the gentleman, for if we are 
On motion by Mr. BROWN, the Senate pro- J 


. v ; not members of this House, we have no right to 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; || elect a Speaker. None but members ean vote 


for a Speaker, and by voting as we have done, 
we have adjudged that we are a House. This 
question was discussed some years ago in con- 
nection with the general ticket members, and 
again in connection with the New Jersey con- 
tested seats. It was then held that the House 
was a House for certain purposes, though not for 
legislation and for certain other specified pur- 
poses. I am of opinion we may receive a com- 
munication from the President for information, 
just as we hear discussion; but our action is lim- 
ited. Our right to hear is unlimited, however. 

Mr. ORR. The second section of the first 
article of the Constitution expressly recognizes 
this body as a House of Representatives. It is in 
the following language: . 

“ The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker 
and other officers.”’ 

In reference to the question, as to whether any 
disposition can be made of the message after it 
has been read, the point of order raised by the 
gentleman from Ohio may be well taken; but he 
| raises his point too soon. This communication 

comes from the President of the United States, 
and it is but respectful to him that it should be 
read, 





Some had not enough 


On motion by Mr. STUART, it was | 


Resolved, That five hundred additional copies of the an- 
nual reports of the Secretaries of the Treasury, Interior, 


be printed for the use of those Departments respectively. 

Resolved, That two hundred additional copies of the 
President’s message and accompanying documents be 
printed for the use of each of the Secretaries of State, the | 
Treasury, Navy, Interior, and War Departments, respect- 
ively, the Attorney General, and the Postmaster General, 

COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask that it may be now considered: 

Resolved, That the clerks to committees who were ap- 


pointed under the resolution of the 13th instant be paid 
from the first day of the sessiou. 


Mr. CLAY. Let it lie over. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I hope my friend will 
withdraw his objection on a statement of the 
A precisely similar 
provision was made at the last session. The 
committee clerks were then not appointed at the 
commencement of the session, but by a resolution 
passed a few days afterwards, and were allowed 
to draw their pay from the beginning of the ses- 
sion. They are all here in attendance at the 
commencement of our sessions, waiting for the 
passage of the resolution authorizing their em- 
ployment; and many of them performed their 
duties before they were actually authorized by 
resolution to do so. As this course was pursued 
last year, I hope there will be no objection to the 
resolution. 

Mr. CLAY. My objection is, that it is pay- 
It is paying 


as clerks of committees. I donot doubt that we 


I think we 

to pay them to come here and attend in expecta- 

tion of employment. 
The PRESIDENT. 


The resolution being 
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at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of Saturday was reed and approved. 
[Cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message from the President of the United 
States was here announced, at the hands of Sip- 
neEY Wesster, Esq., his Private Secretary, in 
the following language: ‘* 1 am directed by the 


House of Representatives a communication in | 
writing.”’ 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I move that the message 


be necessary. 

Mr. MORGAN . Upon that motion I demand 
eas and nays. 
r. CLINGMAN. I have no objection to | 
determine the question by the yeas and nays. || Mr. CAMPBELL. Allow me a word. It 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Clerk seems to me—— 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe I have the floor. |} Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) Excuse 

The CLERK. The gentleman from North || me; I did not intend to give up the floor at this 
Carolina is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was about to say that, 
of course, | do not know what is contained in | 
that message any more than any other gentleman; 





|; moment. 
; Mr. CAMPBELL, (continuing.) It seems to 
me that it is utterly useless for us to have the 


| message read, unless that we can proceed to do 
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something with it after it is red 
just as well proceed to legislate, as to have a paper | 


read. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Clerk 
Mr. STEPHENS. Will the gentleman from | 
North Carolina{ Mr. Ciuveman] allow me to make | 





a remark? } 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will hear what my friend 
from Georgia [Mr. Sreruens) has to suggest. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I have this to say to the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campse.t.] He asks, 
what can we do with the message if it be read? | 
Ido not know what we are to do with it, and 
cannot say what ought to be done with it, until I 
know what it contains; but there may be import- | 
ant facts there communicated which may be of | 
consequence for us to know—the information it 
contains may show a state of the country requir- 
ing immediate action on our part. The third sec- 
tion and second article of the Constitution is in 
these words: 

* He (the President) shall, from time to time, give to the 
Congress information of the state of the Union, and re 
commend to their consideration such weasures as he shail 


judge necessary andexpedient. He may, on extraordinary 
occasions, convene both Houses or either of them,”’ &c. 


Now, sir, there may be a communication here 
which is of so important and extraordinary a 


‘ We might | ‘organized and chosen a Speaker. And for this 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 








reason 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, (interrupting.) _ I 
would like to ask my colleague one question. _ 

Mr. WASHBURN, (continuing.) I submit 
that the Senate cannot communicate with us in 
our present unorganized condition, and why then 
can the President communicate with us? 

Mr. FULLER. Will my colleague allow me 
to ask him one question? 

Mr. WASHBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. FULLER. The question which I wish 
to propound to my colleague is this: we both of 
us happen to represent a State which is princi- 
pally a maritime State, having, as it is said, some 
$50,000,000 invested in comsnerce. Suppose that 


| the condition of our foreign relations was such 


that the President felt it to be his duty to com- 
municate it to this House, would that gentleman, 
so representing the constituency that he does, 


| think it right that the House of Representatives, 


after having been in session here four weeks, 


| should be deprived of that information, and that 
| it should be kept locked up in the Secretary of 


State’s office? 


Mr. WASHBURN. If the information can 


| be communicated to the House, it can equally be 


character as that, if Congress were not in session, || 


the President would convene us. But according 
to the law and the Constitution, it is known to 
him that we are in session, and he cannot, there- 
fore, issue a proclamation to the people. I say 


questions, to communicate them to us. There is 
no action on the part of this House in hearing 
read to us what the President has said in his 
message. After we have lieard it, it is then for 
us to take action. I agree with the gentleman | 
from Ohio [Mr. Campse.y] that we cannot take | 
action on it until we are organized. The Presi- | 
dent may have felt it his duty, in view of the | 
important interests involved, to communicate this 
message tous. He has done so in the discharge | 
of a constitutional duty which he owes to the | 
country. We are here in session. That fact is 
known to the country. We are here in session, 


communicated to the Senate, and can be commu- 
nicated to the country through the newspapers. 


| What I say is this: that until the House is or- 


|| ganized—and of that the House must be its own 
|| judge; it must not be dictated to in relation 


| thereto—it would be a breach of privilege for the 
it is the duty of the President, on such great || 


| 


though unorganized, however; and it is certainly || 


respectful to the President, who has felt it his || 


dut 


to make a communication to us, to say | 


nothing of duty to ourselves, that that commu- || 


Mr. CLINGMAN again took the floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Will the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cirineman] 
yield me the floor for but a single moment? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will yield to the gentle- 
man from Maine. ; 

Mr. WASHBURN. The gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. Srerwens] has not read oe of | 
section three of the second article of the Consti- 
tution which has reference to messages from the | 
President to either House. Itis in these words: | 

“ He shall from time to time give to the Congress inform- 
ation of the state of the Union, and recommend to their | 
consideration such measures as he shail judge necessary 
aud expedient.” 

Now I submit that there is not at presenta | 
Congress, and that there cannot be a Congress 
while either branch is unorganized. This is not 
a body with which the President can communi- 
eate until we shall have been organized by the 
election of a Speaker, inasmuch as the first busi- 
ness of this House is to elect a Speaker. By law 
that must be done before members can take the 
oath of office, or transact any business. Conse- 

wently it results, it seems to me, that the Presi- 
Tons cannot, at this stage, communicate to us in 
writing or otherwise. “We have no right to re- 
ceive, and he no right to communicate to us any 
message in relation to our organization. These 
are our matters, and ours alone; and as there can 


| 
nication should be read. : 





shall have organized by the choice of a Speaker, | 
8o it is clearand inevitable that the President has 
no right to communicate with this House at this 
time; and if he communicates to us, and we have 
read a message, it follows by necessary impli- 
eation that we must act on that message. And 
as I said before, without any disrespect to the 
President, I hold that it would be establishing a 

‘ t, and doing that which never was done 
in the of this Government, to receive a 
the President before we have | 


i 


| lina, [Mr. Orr. ] 


| shall choose its Speaker. 


President to undertake to state to the House that 
it must organize. He can say nothing in regard 


|| to any business which we must transact; until, 


I say, this House is organized, no message can 
be received from the President. Therefore it is 
that I sustain the point of order made by the 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campset. ] 

Mr. CLINGMAN resumed the floor. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would remind the 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Crrveman] 
that his time has expired. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was interrupted by the 


|| point of order which was raised by the gentleman 
| from Ohio. 


The floor was taken from me under 
that point of order, and I was unable conse- 
quentiy to finish what I intended to have said. 
Most of what I would have said, however, has 
been said by my friend on the right, [Mr. Sre- 
PHENS, | ah be the gentleman from South Caro- 
I was about to say that the 
Constitution provides that Congress shall assem- 
ble at acertain time. That time has arrived, and 
the members of the two Houses have assembled. 
It also says, that the House of Representatives 

Well, of course, that 
implies that we must be a House before we pro- 
ceed to choose a Speaker. If the argument of 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Wasunvry] 
were right, see what the effect of it would be. 
Suppose that after the election of Speaker that 
Speaker should die, and there should be an inter- 
regnum in the speakership, would we cease to be 
a House? According to his argument we would, 
That is his doctrine; at least, that is a fair view 
of it. This is a subject which some time ago 
was very much debated. 

Mr. WASHBURN, (interrupting.) I make 
this distinction 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (continuing.) The gen- 
tleman will excuse me. I desire to go on with 
my remarks. The Constitution provides that 
the President shall, from time to time, make 
communications to Congress. Well, the Presi- 
dent is well aware that Congress is in session. 
It is his duty to know that fact, and he does 
know it. The gentleman from Maine intimated 
that the President may have undertaken in this 
message to dictate to us. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Not at all. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then the gentleman’s 
remarks about the President dictating to us has 
no meaning at all, and therefore should have no 
weight with the House. The President has cer- 
tain duties devolved on him; we have our duties 
likewise. The President may, whenever he 
understands Congress to be in session, conimnu- 
nicate to it, and it is his duty to do so whenever, 
in his judgment, it is important to the well-being 
of the country. That communication has been, 
in this instance, made; and my object in rising 
to move for its reading was, that the House 
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“— have a knowledge of its contents, 
i 


with the gentleman from Ohio, {Mr. Cam U agre 


PBELL 


| that we cannot proceed to legislate in relatioy, b 








the mes ; but we may very 
and I think it but respectful to the President tha, 
we should hear it. In doing so we violate = 
rovision of the Constitution and no statute 1 
fold that we are as much obliged, by courtes 
to a coérdinate branch of the Governmen: to 
hear the message now, as if we were regulay| 
organized. I think that, as a mark of Fesped, 
towards the President, we should hear the mes. 
sage read, Whether we then take action or no 
is a question to be decided after the hearing, 
Mr. GIDDINGS. May I appeal to my oo). 
league, [Mr. Campsett,} with his permission, 


well hear it reag. 


| that he will withdraw his question of order? | 


assign my reason for making this request. |t jg 
because this is too great a question to be tested 


/on a technicality of order. I wish to meet this 
| question fairly, frankly, boldly, on its merits, |, 


is an attempted innovation on the entire practice 
of this Government from its foundation, and | 
desire to have it met in the broadest manner, | 
wish therefore my colleague to withdraw his point 
of order for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I was taken ve 
much by surprise to find that this message had 
been presented here. I was at a loss, and am 
still at a loss, to understand by what authorit 
the Clerk could recognize any person as entitled 
to the floor to present the message of the Presi. 
dent to this unorganized Congress. 

Mr: GIDDINGS. Let me appeal to my col. 
league [Mr. Campsex] to withdraw his point of 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 desire to ask the Clerk, 
in the first place, to whom that message ig 
directed ? 

The CLERK. 


It is directed to the House of 
Representatives. 


The Clerk asks permission to 


| say that he was not aware that the message was 


here until the announcement was made by the 
Doorkeeper. He had no information that any 
message was to be presented. He will say, how- 
ever, that if he had received the information prior 
to the presentation of the message, he should 
have received it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Gentlemen seem to have 
formed some idea as to the contents of the mes- 
sage. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sre- 
PHENS] has made the point that it contains in 
some form reasons why we should proceed to 
the election of a Speaker forthwith. 

Mr. STEPHENS. If the gentleman from Ohio 


| will allow me for a moment, I expressly disclaim 


any such statement, if the gentleman refers to me, 
or to anything uttered by me—— 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I do not allude to the gen- 
tleman from Georgia as knowing what are the 
contents of the message. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Here is my point. The 
Constitution makes it the duty of the President of 
the United States to communicate to the Houses of 
Congress information touching the state of the 
Union, &c., I take it for granted that the Presi- 
dent would not thus coffimunicate to us, unless 
there was some public matter which, in his opinion, 
ought to be made known to us. Shall we have the 
communication he has sent read, or not? 

oe CAMPBELL. But the gentleman urged 
that 

Mr. STEPHENS. I said that there might 
be information contained in the message which 
would be with us strong reasons for the speedy 
organization of the House. What that informa- 
tion is, or what reasons it may give rise to, I do 
not know. I do not mean that the President 
urges such reasons upon that ground, but that 
there may be matters of great public interest 
communicated, which shall show to us that itis 
our duty to effect a speedy organization. __ 

Now, Mr. Clerk, the gentleman from Ohio on 
my right [Mr. Gippives] speaks of this as an 
unprecedented proceeding. It may be unpre 





ented in the parliamentary history of this 
country, because the House of Re ntatives 


never remained so long unorganized before; and 
it may be that no quuttiotix' Have heretofore pre- 
sented themselves of ent public interest to 
make the President consider it his duty to com- 
munieate to Congress in its unorganized condition. 
I say such an act may be ecedented in our 
history, but itis not unprecedented in parliament 





